


Files, now in syndication.  The next X-Files movie, The X-Files 2, should be under way within the 
next year.  Gillianís official website is at www.gilliananderson.ws/main.shtml 

KEVIN ANDERSON (Certificate, Acting, ë81) is in Brooklyn the Musical,  Plymouth Theatre, 236 W. 
45th St, NYC, 212/239-6200, www.brooklynthemusical.com, through 3/27/05. 

JESSIE ANEST (BFA, Costume Design, ë98) is engaged.  Congratulations, Jessie! 

DARIN ANTHONY (BFA, Acting, ë93) is the Co-Artistic Director of the Living Room Series for the 
Blank Theatre Company, 6500 Santa Monica Blvd, Hollywood, CA.   

ALANA ARENAS (BFA, Acting, ë02) is in The Bluest Eye, Steppenwolf Theatre, 1650 N. Halsted, 
312/335-1650, www.steppenwolf.org, through 2/19/05.  LENORA BROWN (Faculty) is the 
dramaturg. 

ANABEL ARMOUR (GSD) will be in Humble Boy, Remy Bumppo Theatre Company at Victory 
Gardens Theater, 2257 N. Lincoln, 773/871-3000, www.remybumppo.org, opens 3/9/05 and runs 
through 4/10/05.  Anabel is an Artistic Associate at Remy Bumppo.   

ERICA ARVOLD (BFA, Theatre Studies, ë91) cast the film In Her Shoes starring Cameron Diaz and 
Shirley MacLaine and is currently working in LA on Charlotte�s Web, a live-action feature film. 

LAURA (NIZNY) ASHMORE (BFA, Theatre Studies, ë91) is a family law attorney with the Chicago 
law firm Lake, Toback & DíArco.   

RICHARD AVEN (MFA, Directing, '87) is on the board of the rude mechanicals theater company in 
NYC. 

DOUG BACK (BFA, Light Design, ë04) is the production electrician for Shylock, Perry Street 
Theatre, 31 Perry Street, NY, 212/868-4444, open run.  Doug will be back in Chicago to be the 
assistant lighting designer for Floyd and Clea Under the Western Sky, Goodman Theatre, 170 N. 

Dearborn, 312/443-3800, www.GoodmanTheatre.org, opens 4/9/05 and runs through 5/8/05.  Doug is also the lighting draftsman for The IT 
Girl, Dodger Stages, 340 W. 50th St, NY, 212/239-6200, opening next month.  

GRETCHEN BAKER (BFA, Theatre Studies, ë98) is an understudy for the Second City Las Vegas show and has been cast in the new show 
Scriptless.   

LANCE BAKER  (BFA, Acting, ë93) is engaged, the wedding will be on 7/30/05 in Chicago.  Congratulations! 

BILL BANNON (BFA, Acting, ë86) is in Expecting Isabel, Rivendell Theatre at Gallery 37 Center for the Arts, 60 E. Randolph, 312/742-8497, 
rivendelltheatre.net,  through 3/6/05.  KATIE POWERS (BFA, Acting, ë01) and ERIC SLATER (BFA, Acting, ë97) are also in the cast.   

SARAH BARKOWSKI (BFA, Theatre Studies, ë04) is the Operations Associate for Broadway in Chicago. 

LARRY BATES (BFA, Acting, ë99) is in VH1ís one hour cable special Arnold and also has a national Bud Light commercial running. 

MIKE BAUDER (BFA Production Management program ë90-í91) is the Production Manager for Phoenix Productions, a touring theatre 
company, which is currently touring productions of Clifford the Big Red Dog, Grease, and Fame, the latter toured both Seoul, South Korea 
and China this past summer. They will be producing a tour of Smokey Joe�s Café this fall. He designed the lighting for a new national tour of 
Buddy: The Buddy Holly Story.  Mike invites you to visit his website: www.mikespageontheweb.com 

JASON BECK (BFA, Acting, ë98 & Staff) is on the Board of Directors of Caffeine Theatre in Chicago and is an Artistic Associate of Young 
Actors Ensemble in Naperville.  Jason is president of the Alumni Board. 

BRIAN BEMBRIDGE (Faculty) designed the set for Inventing Van Gogh, Bailiwick 
Repertory, 1229 W. Belmont, 773/883-1090, www.bailiwick.org, through 2/20/05.  KATIE 
LENNARD (BFA, Costume Design, ë04) designed the costumes. 

SARAH (FRUTIG) BENOIT (BFA, Acting, ë73) has a recurring role as Ms. Schmidt, the 
librarian, on CBSís Joan of Arcadia, Fridays, 7PM, now in its second season.  JOE 
MANTEGNA (BFA Acting program, ë67-í69) is a series regular. 

MARY JANE BERNARDY-WELLS-SANDER (GSD, í56) produces and directs The Brini 
Maxwell Show, which appears on the Time Warner channel 35 in Manhattan (NY), Friday 
nights, 8:30PM uptown, 9:30PM downtown. More info is at http://www.brinimaxwell.com/    

VALERIE BLACK-MALLON (BFA, Acting, ë01) is filling in as Executive Assistant to Roche 
Schulfer (Executive Director of the Goodman Theatre) until she begins her internship 
working with the artistic and administrative departments of the Goodman.  Valerie is again 
teaching yoga classes in Chicago.  Contact her at vblackma@aol.com for a schedule. 

NICK BOWLING (MFA, Directing, ë96) directed Closer Than Ever, Theatre Building, 1225 
W. Belmont, 773/327-5252, through 3/13/05.  KEVIN HAGAN (MFA, Scene Design, ë96) 
designed the set. 
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Nearly 64% of Japanese women in their 
20s and 30s participating in a survey said 
they’ve been groped on trains, subways 
or at transit stations in Tokyo, according 
to a new report.  Groping has long been a 
problem on Tokyo’s crowded commuter 
trains and subways, particularly during 
rush hour.  In recent years “women only” 
cars have been used in December, when 
trains are often packed with drunken 
male office workers on their way home 
from company parties.  Gropers can be 
imprisoned for up to 7 years or fined up 
to $485.  But few victims report such 
crimes, either because they are ashamed 
or because they do not think they will be 
taken seriously. 

GROPING in japan  



JEN BOSWORTH-RAMIREZ (BFA, Acting, ë98) lives in LA and is working for Nicolas 
Cageís production company, Saturn Films, as the personal assistant to Mr. Cageís 
producing partner, Norm Golightly.  They have produced Shadow of the Vampire, 
The Life of David Gale and Sonny.  Jen just landed a role in their upcoming remake 
of The Wicker Man, starring Nicolas Cage, to be directed by Neil LaBute, currently in 
pre-production.  And since sheís not quite busy enough, Jen is also working on her 
MA in Psychology.   

BRUCE BOXLEITNER (Cert, Acting ë71) plays Captain Sheridan in Babylon-5, 
currently in syndication, Sci-Fi channel, 4PM.  Bruce is also on the National Board of 
Directors for SAG, http://www.sag.org/contact/bod.html 

STEPHANIE BRATNICK (BFA, Acting, ë04) is understudying the roles of Varya and 
Anya in Cherry Orchard, Steppenwolf Theatre, 1650 N. Halsted, 312/335-1650, 

www.steppenwolf.org, through 3/5/05.  
CHRISTINA FREEBURG (BFA, Production 
Management, ë96) is assistant stage managing.  Stephanie is engaged to Erick Jimenez, wedding 
is set for 7/16/05 in NYC.   

MEGAN BREEN (BFA, Dramaturgy/Criticism, ë02) is the Literary Manager for the greasy joan & co 
theatre.   

JOHN BRIDGES (Staff) will make his television debut on an episode of HBOís Deadwood in its 
second season, premiering March 2005.   

KATE BRIERE (MFA, Directing, ë01) is teaching Intro to Performance at University of Tennessee, 
Chattanooga. 

JASON BROWN (BFA, Light Design, ë02) is the Assistant Lighting Designer for the Lyric Opera of 
Chicago.  Jason is in his 3rd season with the Lyric, which is celebrating itís 50th season this year. 

KATIE (MERRILL) BROWN (BFA, Theatre Studies, ë99) will be receiving her JD degree from 
Seattle University Law School in May and will then take the bar exam in the summer. 

LENORA INEZ BROWN (Faculty) is on the Board of Trustees of the United States Center for the 
International Association of Theater For Children and Young People (ASSITE/USA).  Lenora is the 
dramaturg for The Bluest Eye, Steppenwolf Theatre, 1650 N. Halsted, 312/335-1650, 
www.steppenwolf.org, through 2/19/05.  ALANA ARENAS (BFA, Acting, ë02) is in the cast. 

W. EARL BROWN (MFA, Acting, í89) is Dan Dority, in the HBO series Deadwood, Sundays, 9PM.  Co-star Ian McShane received a 2004 
Golden Globe award  for Best Actor in a Drama series.  The showís second season will premiere in March.    Earl has also filmed Kids in 
America with co-stars Rosanna Arquette 
and ELIZABETH PERKINS (Certificate, 
Acting, ë81).  He is Jimbo in The Big White,  
filmed in Alaska, with co-stars Robin 
Williams, Holly Hunter, Woody Harrelson 
and Alison Lohman.  Earl has now been in 
over thirty films. 

CHARLES BROWNING (BFA, Acting, ë00) 
is in his 2nd year of the MFA Acting 
program at Columbia University.  

JEFF BRUCKERHOFF (BFA, Light Design, 
ë94) is at the Washington National Opera 
for the 2004-05 season as an assistant 
lighting designer.  Fall productions included 
Billy Budd, Andre Chenire, Travatore, and 
Luisa Fernanda.  Spring productions 
include The Magic Flute, Sampson et 
Delila, Maid of Orleans, and Tosca.  Jeff 
was the lighting designer for Democracy, 
WNOís first commissioned opera in a 
decade, which premiered on 1/28/05.    

LINDA BUCHANAN (Faculty) is designing 
the scenery for Little Women, Kansas City 
Repertory, Performing Arts Center, 
University of Missouri Kansas City, 
8 1 6 / 2 3 5 - 2 7 0 0 , 
www.missourireptheatre.org, opens 3/4/05 
and runs through 3/27/05.  NAN CIBULA-
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New York City and Los Angeles 
account for just under half of the 
fictional settings for prime-time TV 
shows going back to 1948, 
according to a new study by a 
media agency.  California and New 
York State are settings nearly 60% 
of the time – even though those 
states make up less than 19% of 
the nation’s population.  A distant 
third on the list of most-used 
settings is Chicago, where the ER 
doctors tend to their wounded.  
One theory for the coastal 
concentration is simple: that’s 
where most TV writers, producers 
and executives live, so they create 
what they’re familiar with. 

COASTAL fever  

Reaper (1831), vacuum cleaner (1869), elevated 
railway (1883), roller skate (1884), softball 
(1887), open heart surgery (1893), Ferris wheel 
(1893), Crackerjack (1893), zipper (1896), fixed 
trunnion bascule bridge (1902), electric 
washing machine (1910), Teletype (1916), 
Butterfinger (1923), radio soap opera (1930), 
pinball machine (1931), Twinkie (1931), T-
formation (1940), deep dish pizza (1943), plastic 
pocket protector (1947), spray paint (1949), 
concept of learning disabilities (1963), flaming 
saganaki (1968). 

CHICAGO inventions  

Members of the cast of a Martin Luther King, Jr. day event staged by DEXTER 
ZOLLICOFFER (MFA, Acting, ‘90) (far right) who re ceived a grant from DePaul’s MLK 
Fund Committee to present the program.  The presentation, held 1/28/05 at DePaul, 
honored Dr. King by highlighting work of other writers and poets who were writing 
about and responding to the civil rights movement.  Members of the cast and company 
included KEVIN DOUGLAS (BFA, Acting, ‘00) (from left), PHYLLIS GRIFFIN (MFA, 
Acting, ‘78 & Faculty),  JAMIKA BYAS (BFA, Playwriting, ‘06), Chicago actor and 
director Ron ‘OJ’ Pearsons and Chicago actress and playwright Marsha Estell.   

(photo by John Bridges) 



and runs through 3/27/05.  NAN CIBULA-JENKINS (Faculty) is designing the costumes. 

JASON BUEHRER (BFA, Theatre Management, ë03) is the Assistant Manager for the Kansas 
City Repertory Theatre.   

JULIANNE BUESCHER  (BFA, Acting, '89) is the narrator/host of E! Entertainment TVís Love 
Chain, slated for 30 episodes.  Julianne plays Bree, Frances, and Marjorum on Disney's 
Weekenders, 10:30AM Saturdays on ABC; Nicole on Cousin Skeeter, Sundays at 5:30PM on 
Nickelodeon; and Monica on Jim Henson's Dinosaurs on the Disney channel.   

DEXTER BULLARD (Faculty) founded Plasticene Physical Theatre Company in 1995 and 
serves as its Artistic Director.  He directed BUG, which recently closed at  the Barrow Street 
Theatre in NYC after a run of almost a year.  The show garnered Dexter the 2004 Lucille Lortel 
Award for Outstanding Director and a nomination for a 2004 Drama Desk award for 
Outstanding Director of a Play.  The production also received Lortel Awards for Outstanding 
Production, Lighting Design and Sound Design and it won two 2004 Obie Awards for 
Ensemble and Design.   Dexter also taped an interview for Comcast/CNNís Newsmakers which ran following the CNN news the week of 
1/31/05. 

THOM BUMBLAUSKAS (BFA, Scene Design, ë92) continues his work designing and painting for the Costa Cruise Lines (Italy) through Q-
We Get it.  Check out Thomís website at www.scenicthom.com 

CHRISTINE BUNUAN (BFA, Acting, ë02) will be Rachel in Jewtopia, 
Mercury Theatre, 3745 N. Southport , 773/325-1700, 
www.mercurytheaterchicago.com, opens 3/21/05, scheduled to run 
through Sept 2005 and may extend beyond that. 

E. FAYE BUTLER (BFA, Acting program, ë78 - ë80) is Rosie in the 
national tour of Mamma Mia.   See www.mamma-mia.com for tour dates. 

JOEL BUTLER (BFA, Production Management, í97) is the stage 
manager for Blue Man Group in Chicago, The Briar Street Theatre, 3133 
N. Halsted, 773/348-4000, www.blueman.com, open run. J.P. AMIDEI 
(BFA, Theater Management, í97) is the Ticket Services Manager and 
JASON (PIERCE) McLIN (BFA, Acting, ë99) is a member of the cast. 

MONET BUTLER (BFA, Acting, ë04) is in As Much As You Can 
premiering as a Dog and Pony Theatre Company production at the 
Raven Theatre, 6157 N. Clark, 773/338-2177, www.raventheatre.com, 
through 2/13/05.  KEVIN DOUGLAS (BFA, Acting, ë00) is in the cast and 
the play was written by PAUL STOVALL (BFA, Acting, ë91).  Next, Monet 
will be Latisha in The Story, Goodman Theatre, 170 N. Dearborn, 
312/443-3800, www.goodman-theatre.org opens 3/5/05 and runs 
through 4/10/05.  JACQUELINE WILLIAMS (BFA, Acting, ë87) will be 

Pat in the production.  

JOHN CABRERA (BFA, Acting, ë97) plays the recurring role of Brian in WBís Gilmore Girls, Tuesdays, 7PM.  The show is in its fifth season.  
John directed the film The Man Who Invented The Moon, written by LEE KIRK (BFA, Acting, ë96) and starring SEAN GUNN (BFA, Acting, 
ë96).  It was screened at the Los Angeles International Film Festival on 9/12/04.  Plans include screenings at the St. Louis International Film 
Festival and the Silverlake Film Festival. More info on the film is at www.normandiecounty.com  He also produced, directed and edited the 
film Crazy Love which won a Best of Festival placement at the Palm Springs International Short Film Festival 2004. 

WILSON CAIN III (BFA, Acting, ë82) is the Director of Arts and Education at the Duncan YMCA in Chicago.  He continues to teach in the 
Freshman Seminar program at Columbia College.   

JESSI CAMPBELL (BFA, Acting, ë04) will appear in the remake of The Amityville Horror, scheduled to be released April 2005.  Cast includes 
Phillip Baker Hall, Ryan Reynolds and Melissa George.  Jessi has also been cast in 
Inky, a new play by Penna Griff, NYC. 

PAULA (KOROLOGOS) CALE (BFA, Acting, ë93) played Joanie on NBCís Providence 
for five seasons.  Also starring on the show was CONCETTA TOMEI (BFA, Acting, í75).  
Paula is a Professional Associate on The Theatre School Board. 

DAVID CASTELLANOS (BFA, Production Management, ë88) is stage managing To 
The Green Fields Beyond, Writersí Theatre, 325 Tudor Court, Glencoe, 847/242-6000, 
www.writerstheatre.org, through 4/3/05.  NAN ZABRISKIE (Faculty) designed the 
costumes. 

TRICIA (BUER) CAVAN (BFA, Acting, ë96) and her husband Marc are expecting their 
third child in June.  Sons Rory and Luke are waiting patiently.  Congratulations! 

JIM CAVANAUGH (BFA, Directing, ë67) lives on an island off the coast of Georgia.  In 
1970 he founded the summer theatre program at Mount Holyoke College in South 
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Strong European and Asian currencies along 
with a weaker U.S. dollar caused U.S. cities to 
be absent from the Top Ten Most Expenses 
Cities in the World list released this past 
summer.  The top ten were Tokyo; London; 
Moscow; Osaka, Japan; Hong Kong; Geneva; 
Seoul, South Korea; Copenhagen, Denmark; 
Zurich, Switzerland; and St. Petersburg, 
Russia.  New York City was the only U.S. city 
to make the top 25 at number 12.  Chicago 
ranked 35 th.  The survey took into 
consideration 250 criteria, including the cost 
of utilities, food and entertainment. 

CHEAPERin the u.s. 

Less educated people report having fewer stressful days 
than those with more education, but the stress they face is 
more severe and has a greater impact on their health, 
according to new research. Daily interviews with a national 
cross-section of 1031 people for 8 days revealed that the 
less educated had fewer daily hassles such as conflicts 
with a spouse or children, difficulties at work or with 
friends.  People with less than a high school education 
reported experiencing such stress on 30% of the days they 
were interviewed compared with 38% for people with a high 
school degree or some college and 44% for those with a 
college degree.  But the stressful events experienced by 
those with higher education levels “were objectively and 
subjectively less severe” than those without a high school 
diploma. And those with lower educational levels were 
more likely to report physical symptoms during or right 
after the days they encountered hassles, including aches 
and pains, stomach problems, chest pains or dizziness, 
fevers or chills and other ailments. 

STRESSand school smarts 

JASON FLEITZ (BFA, Acting, ‘04) and 
SETH UNGER (BFA, Acting, ‘04) 
entered a short film festival sponsored 
by Improv Olympic. Entrants pulled 
names of a film from a hat and were 
then charged to create the film.  They 
pulled The Silent Killer.  The cast 
includes DUSTIN CARDINAL (BFA, 
Acting, ‘04), EDDIE JORDAN III (BFA, 
Acting, ‘04), DAN KERR-HOBERT (BFA, 
Acting, ‘03) and DAN MUCK (BFA, 
Acting, ‘04). 

MORE than  a few  



Hadley, MA, and now spends his time working regularly as a 
role-player for the Federal Law Enforcement Training Center in 
Georgia. 

CAROLINE CAZES (BFA, Dramaturgy/Criticism, ë00) is the 
company manager for the hit play Matt & Ben, which has been 
running for over a year in NYC (P.S. 122, 150 1st Ave at East 9th 
St, 212/352-3101).  STEPHANIE STEELE (BFA, Acting, ë93) is a 
co-producer.  

ROB CHAMBERS (MFA, Directing, í93) is the Executive Director 
of all The Second City Training CentersóChicago, Los Angeles, 
New York, Toronto, Las Vegas, Detroit and Cleveland.  Rob also 
wrote a sitcom pilot Family Practice, and co-wrote two others, 
Sudz and Party Girls, with a group of other writers.  This Winter 
Quarter, Rob is directing Plenty as a workshop at The Theatre 
School.   

LEEMOR CHAPLIN (BFA, Acting, ë02) is in the Masters program 
in Educational Theatre at NYU.  She is engaged to fellow DePaul 
alum Vadim Pertsovskiy (MA in Computer Science). 

DONALD CHRISTENSEN (BFA, Light Design, ë02) lives in 
Boston and is the Design Assistant at Available Lighting, 
www.availablelight.com 

NAN CIBULA-JENKINS (Faculty) had her designs for a Chicago 
Shakespeare Theater production of The Tempest chosen to be 
part of the World Stage Design Expo at the USITT Convention, 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada, 3/12-3/19/05.  ERIC FIELDING (MFA, 
Scene Design, ë76) is the director of World Stage Design Expo 
2005 at the USITT Convention.   BRENT MILLER (BFA, Theatre 
Technology, ë05) had his entry The Silent Projector accepted for 

exhibition at the USITT Annual Conference and Stage Expo, Metro Toronto Convention Center, North Building, Halls A&B, 255 W. Front 
Street, Toronto, Ontario, Canada, 3/17ó3/19/05.  Nan is also designing the costumes for Little Women, Kansas City Repertory, Performing 
Arts Center, University of Missouri Kansas City, 816/235-2700, www.missourireptheatre.org, opens 3/4/05 and runs through 3/27/04.  LINDA 
BUCHANAN (Faculty) is designing the scenery . 

EMILY (BALL) CICCHINI (BFA, Acting, ë89) has had her play A Dragon�s Happy Day, which  was produced Summer of 2003 at the 
Pollyanna Theatre Company in Austin, TX, optioned for an animated feature film.  Emily manages the arts education program Ysleta Arts 
Alive, which was given the 2004 Award for Excellence in School Collaboration at the International VSA Arts Festival in Washington, D.C.  Her 
full length play with traditional music, Give Thanks to Sarah, about Sarah Josepha Hale, had a staged reading on 10/30/04 at the Dougherty 
Arts Center in Austin, TX after a week-long workshop. Her newest script for young audiences, Trail of Tears: Walking the Choctaw Road, 
based on a book by storyteller Tim Tingle, will be produced as a dance/theatre collaboration between Ballet Austin and Pollyanna Theatre in 
the Spring of 2005. 

STEVE CINABRO (BFA, Acting, ë87) is in the independent film Black Days, now in post-
production.  Also in the cast is JULIA NEARY (BFA, Acting, ë90 & Faculty).  Steve is also in 
the film Under the City starring John Heard, also in post-production.    

BEN CLEMENT (MFA, Acting, ë98) teaches part time at Loyola University and Tulane 
University in New Orleans, LA.   

ROB COHN (BFA, Playwriting, ë03) is the Manager of Development Systems and Research at 
the Public Theatre in NYC.   

DERRICK COLE (MFA, Acting, ë04) is in Lavender Lizards & Lilac Landmines: Layla�s Dream, 
Congo Square Theatre Company at the Duncan YMCA Chernin Center for the Arts, 1001 W. 
Roosevelt, 312/443-3800, www.congosquaretheatre.org, opens 2/13/05 and runs through 
3/19/05. 

NORA COLE (BFA, Acting, í78) recently premiered her second solo show Voices We Must 
Never Forget at the Eastern Connecticut State University where she has been an adjunct for 
four years and directed Interview from America Hurrah.  Nora will perform the role of the Muse 
(which she originated) in Rinde Eckartís Obie Award-winning two-character chamber opera 
And God Created Great Whales at the Bonn Biennial Theatre Festival in Bonn, Germany.  She 
performed the same role Summer of 2003 at the Barbicon Center in London.   

CASEY COOPER (BFA, Acting, ë91) runs her own floral design company, Botanicals.   

SCOTT COOPER (MFA, Scenic Design, í95) is the Resident Designer and a member of the 
faculty at Eckerd College in St. Petersburg, FL. 
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DIANE ASHWOOD (BFA, Production 
Management, '00) is the stage manager 
for American Girl Theatre, 111 E. 
Chicago Ave.  Others working there 
include GREG BLOXHAM (BFA, Light 
Design, '02) is an assistant lighting 
technician,  MONET BUTLER (BFA, 
Acting, '04) as Miss Dunn in Circle of 
Friends, CAITLIN HANSEN (BFA, 
Theatre Studies, '07) is a child 
supervisor, KATRINA HERMANN (BFA, 
Production Management, '05) is an 
assistant stage manager and on the 
running crew, KELLY RYAN (BFA, 
Production Management, '01 & Staff) is 
an assistant stage manager, TESLEN 
SADOWSKI (BFA, Theatre Technology, 
'06) is an assistant lighting technician, 
and CARRISA SEXTON (BFA, Costume 
Technology, '05) is a wardrobe 
assistant.  Also, NIKKI LINT (BFA, 
Production Management, '03) is the 
stage manager for American Girl 
Theatre in NYC. 

MORE than  a few  

Playwright Robert O’Hara attended a series of events at the The 
Theatre School surrounding the production of O’Hara’s play 
Insurrection: Holding History which The Theatre School is 
producing in The Theatre School Showcase season at the Merle 
Reskin Theatre, opening on 1/11/05.  The events included a 
reception with students, faculty and staff where O’Hara (far right) 
chatted with WARDELL CLARK (BFA, Acting, ‘08) (right) and 
PHYLLIS GRIFFIN (MFA, Acting, ‘78 & Faculty) who directs 
Insurrection .   (photo by John Bridges) 



DEAN CORRIN (Faculty) was featured in the trend & events section of the February 2005 
edition of American Theatre magazine in a story about Victory Gardens Theater (where Dean 
is a resident playwright) breaking ground for a new theatre space at the old Biograph Theatre 
on Lincoln Avenue.  

JANIS CRAFT (BFA, Playwriting, ë03) is a teaching artist with Childís Play Touring Theatre 
and has directed for their residency with Healy Elementary School as well as introduced 
playwriting into the program for their camp at Goodman Theatre.  Janis is also teaching at the 
Childrenís Theatre of Western Springs where she is developing and implementing a 
playwriting/new play curriculum. 

JOHN CULBERT (Dean) participated in the seminar Breaking Into The Business, The Audition 
Studio, 1/30/05. 

AMMAR DARAISEH (MFA, Acting, ë98) recently shot a national (plus Canada) 
Nissan commercial.  He is currently shooting in a Steven Brocho Productions 
pilot titled Over There.  Also, he has been cast in the film Jarhead which co-
stars Chris Cooper, Jamie Foxx and Jake Gyllenhaal.  

DAVE DASTMALCHIAN (BFA, Acting, ë99) is in Salome, side project, 1520 W. 
Jarvis, 773/973-2150, www.thesideproject.net, opens 2/17/05 and runs 
through 3/20/05.  JIMMY DRISKILL (MFA, Acting, ë97) is also in the cast and 
JIMMY McDERMOTT (MFA, Directing, ë99) directed. 

MATTHEW DAVID (BFA, Playwriting, ë01) is on the board of directors of 
Keyhole Theatre Company. 

STEPHEN DAVIS (BFA, Acting, ë95) is in his second year of the MFA 
Directing program at the University of South Carolina, Columbia Campus.  He 
is directing Master Harold and the Boys, Trustus Theatre, Columbia, SC, 
803/254-9732, www.trustus.org, opens 2/18/05 and runs through 3/12/05.  He 
will also be Puck in A Midsummer Night�s Dream, Drayton Hall, College Street 
between Sumter and Greene Sts, Columbia, SC, 803/777-2251, 
www.cla.sc.edu/thsp/2005/season.html, opens 4/15/05 and runs through 
4/24/05.  He also recently shot the independent short film Phoenix Rising.   

ANNE DETTMER (BFA, Scene Design, ë04)  is interning for the executive 
producer of El Norte Productions in LA and is working as a set decorator on 
the independent film Splinter. 

PAUL DILLON (BFA, Acting, '86) can be seen in the recurring role of Angelo 
on The Pretender, now in syndication on TNT, Mon-Fri at 4PM & 6PM. 

STEPHEN DiBENEDETTO (BFA, Theatre Studies, ë93) is an assistant 
professor of theatre at the University of Houston. 

KEVIN DOUGLAS (BFA, Acting, ë00) is in As Much As You Can premiering as 
a Dog and Pony Theatre Company production at the Raven Theatre, 6157 N. 
Clark, 773/338-2177, www.raventheatre.com, through 2/13/05.  MONET 
BUTLER (BFA, Acting, ë04) is in the cast and the play was written by PAUL 
STOVALL (BFA, Acting, ë91).  Next Kevin will perform at the dc comedy fest in 
Washington, D.C., on 3/18/05, Warehouse Next Door, 10:30PM, and on 
3/19/05, Flashpoint Mainstage, 6:30PM.  More info at www.dccomedyfest.com/  
Kevin is also co-hosting The Concrete Rhythm Project, a Spoken Word Poetry 
fundraiser benefiting the Chicago Arts Partnership in Education, The Holiday 
Club, 4000 N. Sheridan, 2/19/05, 7-10PM, $30.  

ANN DOWD (MFA, Acting, ë81) is in the films The Thing About My Folks with 
Olympia Dukakis, Peter Falk and ELIZABETH PERKINS (Certificate, Acting, 
ë81); The Forgotten with Julianne Moore, Anthony Edwards and Alfre 
Woodard;  and Extreme Mom.  

TRACEY DOWNS (BFA, Acting, ë95) is the Co-Artistic Director of the 
WolfPack Theatre company in LA. 

RUSSELL DRAPKIN (BFA, Light Design, ë02) designed the lighting for For 
Dance, Incís Dance Marathon Weekend at The Citigroup Theatre in NYC.  
Upcoming projects include lighting the U.S. premiere of Between Worlds, The 
Chekhov Theatre Ensemble at the Blue Heron, opens 3/9/05 and runs through 
3/19/05; and associate lighting designer for Israel Non-Stop at both the JCC 
Manhattan and Symphony Space, opens 3/6/05 and runs through 3/12/05. 
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25 Years Ago:  With the score tied at 3-3, U.S. team 
member Mike Eruzione slammed the puck into the 
Soviet Union’s goal in the hockey “game of the 
century” at the 1980 Olympics in Lake Placid, NY.  The 
underdog U.S. team’s win over the Soviets, gold 
medalists since 1964, boosted spirits leveled by the 
Iran hostage crisis.  Two days later the U.S. beat 
Finland for the gold.   

60 Years Ago:  Yalta, 1945: “Big Three” Allied leaders 
Franklin Roosevelt, Winston Churchill and Joseph 
Stalin began planning for a postwar Europe.  They 
agreed to divide authority over a defeated Germany 
and about Soviet entry into the war with Japan, but an 
agreement to foster free elections in Poland and 
Eastern Europe would not last.  Stalin retained power 
there, and U.S.-Soviet relations chilled to the point of 
a cold war. 

60 Years Ago:  As U.S. Marines waged a costly battle 
to capture the strategically important Japanese island 
of Iwo Jima, AP photographer Joe Rosenthal snapped 
the most reproduced image of the war.  His 
photograph of 6 G.I.’s raising a large U.S. flag, the 2nd 
to go up, atop Mt. Suribachi became a symbol of hope 
and won the Pulitzer Prize.  It would appear on items 
from postage stamps to a Rose Parade float, and 
inspired the 1954 USMC War Memorial.  Rosenthal, 94, 
lives in California. 

75 Years Ago:  Scanning images taken with a 13-inch 
telescope at Arizona’s Lowell Observatory in 1930, 
Clyde Tombaugh, 24, discovered a needle in a 
haystack: Pluto, long suspected to exist but never 
before seen.  The tiny, distant orb—it is 2/3 the size of 
our Moon and at least 2.6 billion miles away—
remained the only planet not photographed at close 
range.  Tombaugh died in 1997. 

100 Years Ago:  Hoping to cultivate business 
contacts, Chicago lawyer Paul Harris founded the 
Rotary Club in 1905 for friends to network.  Members 
“rotated” host duties, and after giving a horse to a 
local doctor in 1907, made civic service top priority.  
Required to admit women in 1987, the U.S.’s 1st 
service club today boasts 1.2 million members 
worldwide.  Harris died in 1947. 

140 Years Ago:  Abolitionist minister Henry Highland 
Garnet preached to a packed chamber in the U.S. 
House of Representatives, the 1st African-American 
to speak there, in 1865.  “Emancipate, enfranchise, 
educate,” he cried in a Sunday morning sermon 
against slavery, and called for the ratification of the 
recently passed 13th Amendment banning it.  By 
year’s end it was ratified.  Garnet died in Liberia in 
1882. 

FEBRUARYSof the past 

CAROLYN CRISTOFANI (BFA, Costume 
Design, ‘92), DEBORAH KING (BFA, 
Acting, ‘92) and MARY PETERSON 
(MFA, Acting, ‘81) are on the faculty of 
the Old Town School of Folk Music, 
4644 N. Lincoln, 773/728-6000. 
www.oldtownschool.org  YOLANDA 
ANDROZZO (BFA, Acting, ‘91) is also 
on the faculty and is the Youth 
Outreach Manager. 

MORE than  a few  



JIMMY DRISKILL (MFA, Acting, ë97) is in Salome, side project, 1520 W. Jarvis, 773/973-
2150, www.thesideproject.net, opens 2/17/05 and runs through 3/20/05.  DAVE 
DASTMALCHIAN (BFA, Acting, ë99) is also in the cast and JIMMY McDERMOTT (MFA, 
Directing, ë99) directed. 

JEFF DUHIGG (BFA, Acting, í98) will be in Mousetrap, North Lakeside Players, North 
Lakeside Cultural Center, 6219 N. Sheridan, 773/293-1358, http://nlp.wmscafe.com, opens 
2/11/05 and runs through 4/2/05.   

JULIEANNE EHRE (Faculty) is the Artistic Director of greasy joan & co.    

ALICE ELLIOTT (BFA, Acting, ë68) had a screening of her documentary The Collector of 
Bedford Street, Museum of Jewish Heritage, NYC, 1/30/05. 

SCOTT ELLIS (BFA, Acting, ë78) directed the Broadway premiere of Twelve Angry Men, 
American Airlines Theatre, 227 W. 42nd St, 212/719-1300, extended through 4/3/05.  Cast 
includes Tony and Emmy winner Phillip Bosco and TOM ALDREDGE (GSD).  Scott is 
Associate Artistic Director of Roundabout Theatre Company in New York City and a 
Professional Associate on The Theatre School Board.   

JAMES ELGELHARDT (MFA, Directing, ë74) teaches Screenwriting, Film Analysis, 
Department Orientation, hosts the Guest Seminar 
sessions, and serves as Dialogue Director (and 

occasional actor) for the Film Department at the Art Center College of Design in Pasadena, CA.  His 
screenplay Divided Highways received a Grand Jury Award at the 2004 Houston Film Festival.  His 
musical The Fir Tree and his comedy/adventure Androcles and the Lion, both of which premiered in 
The Theatre Schoolís Chicago Playworks series, are published by Dramatic Publishing.  He also hosts 
the LA television talk show Inside The Industry. 

BRAD ERICKSON (BFA, Acting, ë82) is the Executive Director of Theatre Bay Area in San Francisco. 

SCOTT FALBE (BFA, Light Design, ë96) owns his own lighting design business, Intelligent Lighting 
Creations, Inc, www.intelligentlighting.com, and is married to SAMANTHA (ZIMMER) FALBE (BFA, 
Light Design, ë98). 

GALE FARNSWORTH-SMITH (BFA, Acting, ë82) lives in Bozeman, MT with her husband SCOTT T. 
SMITH (GSD).  For twenty years they had an Equity national touring theatre company, The Illustrated 
Theatre.  Gale now writes novels and Scott has a fly fishing directory at www.FlyFishing.com 

TIERSA FERRARO (MFA, Acting, ë99) continues to live and work professionally in Milwaukee, WI.  She 
works at local professional theatres and teaches Voice & Speech.  She also does occasional 
commercial work.   

SHAYNA FERM (BFA, Acting, ë99) has a national AOL commercial currently running.  She is a founder, 
writer, producer and performer in the group Fearsome Comedy.  Shay was in The Secret Order, 
Laguna Playhouse, Laguna Beach, CA, closed 6/29/03.  The plan is for the play to be on Broadway 
next season.  ZAK ORTH (BFA, Acting, ë92) and HOWARD WITT (Cert, Acting, ë67) were also in the 
cast.    

JOHN FERRICK (BFA, Acting, ë93) is engaged.  Wedding is set for July 2005 in Hawaii.  
Congratulations, John! 

ERIC FIELDING (MFA, Scene Design, ë76) is the director of World Stage Design 2005, USITT 
Convention, Toronto, Ontario, Canada, 3/12-
3/19/05.  Exhibits will include the costumes 
for a Chicago Shakespeare Theater 
production of The Tempest, designed by NAN CIBULA-JENKINS (Faculty) and 
BRENT MILLER (BFA, Theatre Technology, ë05) had his entry The Silent Projector 
accepted for exhibition at the USITT Annual Conference and Stage Expo, Metro 
Toronto Convention Center, North Building, Halls A&B, 255 W. Front Street, 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada, 3/17ó3/19/05.   

ANDREW FINLEY (BFA, Playwriting, ë97) teaches Drama and English at West 
Seattle High School.   

JOEL FINK (BFA, Acting, '71) is the Associate Dean and Director of The Theatre 
Conservatory at the Chicago College of Performing Arts, Roosevelt University.   

MIA FIORELLA (BFA, Theatre Management, `98) is the Marketing Director of 
Noble Fool Theatre Co.  

MAGGIE FITZSIMMONS (BFA, Playwrighting, `02) is a Dramaturgy Intern at the 
Arena Stage in Washington, D.C. 
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The fastest elevator in the 
world is in the Landmark 
Tower in Yokahama, Japan.  
The building, Japan’s tallest at 
almost 1000 ft, has 76 
elevators with top speeds of 
28mph – it takes 40 seconds to 
travel 69 stories.  The longest 
non-stop elevator is in 
Canada’s CN Tower, the 
world’s tallest freestanding 
structure and building, in 
Toronto.  The elevators are on 
the outside and you’re able to 
take in the view as you travel 
up or down its 1800 feet.  The 
elevators usually travel at 
about 15mph, but with outside 
winds as strong as 100mph, a 
device at the top of the tower 
slows the elevators as needed 
to adjust for the outside 
winds.  The structure itself is 
actually hollow.  Once on top, 
you can see for 200 miles.  The 
first safety elevator was 
introduced by Elijah Graves 
Otis in 1852.  In the U.S., 4% of 
the population is elevator 
phobic. 

UPand down  

LOU CONTEY (MFA, Directing, ‘89) will 
direct Pravda, TimeLine Theatre 
Company, 615 W. Wellington, 773/281-
8463, www.timelinetheatre.com, opens 
2/12/05 and runs through 3/20/05.  BILL 
BANNON (BFA, Acting, ‘86), STACY 
MAGERKURTH (BFA, Acting, ‘00), PJ 
POWERS (BFA, Acting, ‘95) and 
CASSIE WOOLEY (BFA, Acting, ‘03) 
will be in the cast.  LARA GOETSCH 
(Staff) is the Marketing Director, KARIN 
McKIE (Staff) does media relations, 
KEITH PARHAM (BFA, Light Design, 
‘98) is designing the lighting, and 
BRIAN VOELKER (BFA, Playwriting, 
‘;98) is Co-Producer.  In addition to 
being in the cast,  PJ POWERS (BFA, 
Acting, ‘95) is also a Co-Producer and 
the company’s Artistic Director. 

MORE than  a few  

Morgan Fox, daughter of KEVIN FOX (BFA, 
Acting, ‘95) and his wife Ann, born 10/11/04 at 7 
lbs 12 oz. (photo courtesy Kevin Fox) 



Arena Stage in Washington, D.C. 

JASON FLEITZ (BFA, Acting, ë04) will understudy the role of Matt in the world premiere of 
Adam Rappís A Red Light Winter, Steppenwolf Merle Reskin Garage Theatre, 1624 N. 
Halsted, 312/335-1650, www.steppenwolf.org, opens 5/19/05 and runs through 6/26/05. 

LIBBY FORD (BFA, General Theatre Studies, í03) is the Internship Coordinator for the Arts 
Exchange at Steppenwolf Theatre.   

KEITH FORT (MFA, Acting, í78) serves on the boards of Defiant Theatre, Jellyeye Drum 
Theatre, and Illustrated Theatre.   

KEVIN FOX (BFA, Acting, í95) is 
in Flanagan�s Wake, Noble Fool 
Theater, Pheasant Run, 4051 E. Main St, St. Charles, 630/584-6342, 
www.noblefool.com, open run.   

CHRISTINA FREEBURG (BFA, Production Management, ë96) is assistant 
stage managing Cherry Orchard, Steppenwolf Theatre, 1650 N. Halsted, 
312/335-1650, www.steppenwolf.org, through 3/5/05.  STEPHANIE BRATNICK 
(BFA, Acting, ë04) is understudying the roles of Varya and Anya in the show. 

AMANDA FRIEDBERG (BFA, Theatre Studies, ë03) is the Assistant Theatre 
Coordinator for Gallery 37, Storefront Theater.   

JONATHAN FULLER (BFA, Acting, ë78) has been pursuing his craft for 30 
years now.  He has worked in the Lort Circuit, off-off Broadway, on television 
and played leads in about a dozen films.  Jonathan is now teaching acting and 
directing at his alma mater, the Alabama School of Fine Arts, which was named 
by Newsweek magazine as the #4 Best Public High School in the United States 
in 2003.   

SCOTT GALBRAITH (BFA, Acting, ë88) is an Associate Producer at Casa 
Manana Theatre in Ft. Worth, TX. 

HEATHER GILBERT (MFA, Lighting Design, ë97) has a tenure-track position 
teaching Lighting Design at Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge.  

MIERKA GIERTEN (MFA Acting program, ë92-í93) is in Golf, Circle Theatre, 
7300 W. Madison, Forest Park, 708/771-0700, www.circle-theatre.org, through 
3/13/05. 

HENRY GODINEZ (Faculty) directed Meriela in the Desert, Goodman Theatre, 
170 N. Dearborn, 312/443-3800, www.GoodmanTheatre.org, through 2/27/05.  
Henry is an Artistic Associate at the Goodman Theatre. 

MARY (CHASEN) GOLOSINSKI (BFA, Dramaturgy/Criticism, ë99) is in the 
Graduate School at Northwestern University where she is pursuing an MA in 
Creative Writing: Fiction. 

ELI GOODMAN (BFA Acting program, ë88-í90) is in Intimate Apparel, 
Steppenwolf Theatre, 1650 N. Halsted, 312/335-1650, www.steppenwolf.org, 
3/13/05.  KYMBERLY MELLEN (MFA, Acting, ë00) is also be in the cast.   

KRISTIN (DEICHMANN) GOODMAN (MFA, Acting, ë98) teaches horseback 
riding for the Sunset Horse Ranch in Hollywood, right beneath the Hollywood 
sign, while continuing to work on screenplays. 

JERRY GORRELL (BFA, Theatre Technology, ë65) is Technical Director for 
Phoenix Stages in Arizona and has his own consulting firm, Theatre Safety 
Programs.  He is a past Engineering Commissioner and current Standards 
Chair of USITT. 

JEAN GOTTLIEB (MFA, Directing, ë02) is the Artistic Director of New World 
Repertory Theater, www.newworldrep.com in Downers Grove.  She is also an 
adjunct faculty member at College of DuPage and a Professional Advisor for 
DePaulís School for New Learning.   

JULIE GRANATA (BFA, Acting, ë99) has relocated from Chicago to LA.  Julie is 
Janet Capiellio in the feature film The Game of Their Lives directed by David 
Ansbaugh (Hooisers and Rudy), currently in post-production.   

LaCARES GREEN (BFA, Acting, ë01) is producing, assistant directing and 
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KRISTIN (DEICHMAN) GOODMAN 
(MFA, Acting, ‘98) wrote, directed and 
produced the short film Crown 
Molding .  WENDY CARTER (MFA, 
Acting, ‘98), ELI GOODMAN (BFA 
Acting program, ‘88-’90), KELLY 
McADAMS (BFA, Acting, ‘97), TAIT 
SMITH (BFA, Acting, ‘97) and TISHA 
TERRASINI (MFA, Acting, ‘98) all 
starred in the film. 

MORE than  a few  

In 1790, the Patent Act in the U.S. allowed women to 
hold patents, but they had to be either single or 
widowed.  The first woman to hold a patent was Mary 
Kies in 1809 for a method of weaving straw with silk.  
First African-American woman to be issued a patent 
was Sarah E. Goode in 1885 for her Folding Cabinet 
Bed.  Margaret Knight was born in 1838 and started 
working in textile mills at the age of 12.  She got her 
first of 27 patents at the age of thirty and is credited 
with at least 90 inventions.  Martha Coston patented 
the signal flare in 1859.  Madame C.J. Walker was 
born in 1867, the daughter of freed slaves, was 
orphaned at 6, married at 14 and widowed at 20.   
She developed a conditioning treatment for 
straightening hair, first marketed door-to-door, its 
success eventually allowing the building of a factory 
in 1910.  Ms. Walker became the first African-
American female millionaire.  Mary Pennington 
invented the 1 st refrigerated railway car.   She 
became the 1 st female Chief of U.S. Food Research 
Lab on her own merits when she applied for the 
position as M.E. Pennington and was assumed to be 
male.  Gertrude Ellion was a research chemist who 
held 45 patents.  She won the 1988 Nobel Prize for 
Medicine and was the 1 st woman inducted into the 
Inventors Hall of Fame.  Katherine Blodgett patented 
nonreflecting glass in 1938.  Lillian Gilbreth, born in 
1878 and mother to 12 children (her family is recalled 
by her children Frank Jr. and Ernestine in the book 
Cheaper By the Dozen ) invented the electric hand 
mixer, shelves inside refrigerators, and the step lid 
trash can among other things.  In 1966 she was the 
first woman to receive the Hoover Medal for 
distinguished public service by an engineer.  New 
York socialite Mary Phelps Jacobs patented the first 
modern bra in 1913. In 1919, Alice Parker invented a 
new and improved gas heating furnace that provided 
central heating.  Ruth Wakefield invented the 
chocolate chip cookie in the 1930’s.  Erna Schneider 
Hoover invented the telephone switching system in 
the 1950s at Bell Laboratories.  Betty Nesmeth 
invited Liquid Paper in 1958 and sold the company in 
1978 for almost $50 million.  Ruth Handler created 
the Barbie doll (named after her daughter) in 1959, 
the biggest toy made in the history of the toy 
business – the Ken doll was named after her son.  In 
1971, Stephanie Kwolek invented Kevlar, a fiber 5 
times stronger than steel.  Patsy Sherman patented 
Scotchgard in 1973.  The mother/daughter team of 
Betty Rozier and Lisa Vallino patented an 
intravenous catheter shield making the use of IVs in 
hospitals safer and easier in 1993. Ellen Ochoa, born 
in 1958, patented an optical analysis system in 1997 
that is designed to detect imperfections in repeating 
patterns.  Ms. Ochoa is also the first Hispanic female 
astronaut, logging over 719 hours in space. 

MOTHERS of invention 



acting in The Colored Museum, Company of Angels, 2106 Hyperion Ave, 323/883-1717, 
www.COAngels,org, Silver Lake, CA, through 3/5/05.  

LILA GREEN (BFA, Theatre Studies, ë02) relocated from NYC to California in August.  
Since then, she has filmed a role in If Only It Were True with co-stars Mark Ruffalo and 
Reece Witherspoon; and two independent films, The Patron and one yet to be named.  
Lila also played the lead in a student film at SFSU.   

JUDY (EVANS) GREER (BFA, Acting, í97) plays the recurring role of Kitty in FOX-TVís 
Arrested Development, Sundays, 7:30PM, now in its second season.  Lead performer 
Jason Bateman received a 2004 Golden Globe award for Best Performance by an Actor 
in a Television Series - Musical or Comedy.  Judy is in production for a new NBC comedy 
Nevermind Nirvana, directed by David Schwimmer.  Current film projects include the role 
of Allison in The Great New Wonderful with Edie Falco, Maggie Gyllenhaal, Olympia 
Dukakis and Tony Shalhoub; she is Heather Baylor in Elizabethtown with Susan 
Sarandon, Kirstin Dunst, Alec Baldwin and Orlando Bloom; she is Ellie in The Moguls with 
Jeff Bridges, Glenne Headly and Jeanne Tripplehorn; and she is Judy in a film titled 
Lollilove.  Judy has now been in over 25 feature films. 

TIM GREGORY (MFA, Acting, ë97) will be the new host on HGTVís retooled New Spaces, 
Sundays.  Look for Timís episodes to begin airing next month.  He is currently teaching a 
6 week Shakespeare Workshop through 2/14/05.  Tim is the Founding Artistic Director of 
the Equity-Affiliated Provision Theater Company. 

CHET GRISSOM (BFA, Acting, ë87) will guest star on the season finale of USAís Monk 
airing sometime next month.  Chet also recently shot a AAA commercial and a Weight 
Watchers commercial (Editorís Note: as the loving husband of course in the Weight 
Watchers commercialÖ.) 

VINNY GUASTAFERRO (MFA, Acting, '76) guest starred on CBS's Without A Trace, 
2/3/05.  

SEAN GUNN (BFA, Acting, í96) is Kirk Gleason on WBís Gilmore Girls, Tuesdays, 7PM.  
The show is in its fifth season.  Sean stars in the film The Man Who Invented The Moon, 
directed by JOHN CABRERA (BFA, Acting, ë97), and written by LEE KIRK (BFA, Acting, 

ë96) It was screened at the Los Angeles International Film Festival on 9/12/04.  Plans include screenings at the St. Louis International Film 
Festival and the Silverlake Film Festival. More information on the film is at www.normandiecounty.com 

KEVIN HAGAN (MFA, Scene Design, ë96) designed the set for Closer Than Ever, Theatre Building, 1225 W. Belmont, 773/327-5252, 
through 3/13/05.  NICK BOWLING (MFA, Directing, ë96) directed  

LISA HAGOOD  (BFA, Acting, ë97) co-founded Mind Body Adventure, an adventure travel 
company, www.mindbodyadventure.com    

CHRISTINE HALE (BFA, Theatre Management, ë03) is the assistant to the general managers 
at 101 Productions.  They are currently managing La Cage Aux Folles, Dame Edna, Fiddler on 
the Roof, Democracy and Spamalot, all on Broadway.   

LISA HARRISON (BFA, Costume Design, ë92) is a Labor Relations Representative/Attorney 
with the Michigan Nurses Association.  

SUE HARRISON-NIEMI (BFA, Production Management, ë95) is the Ticket Services Manager 
for the Lyric Opera.   

STEWART HAWK  (MFA, Directing, í77) is on the board of directors of Theatre Puget Sound, a 
trade and leadership organization in Seattle, http://www.tpsonline.org. 

ZACH HELM (BFA, Acting, í96) has a new film Stranger Than Fiction which he has sold to 
Senator Films.  It is scheduled to be directed by Marc Foster (Finding Neverland and Monster�s 
Ball) and will star Will Ferrell.  At the moment, heís writing The Secret Life of Walter Mitty for 
Steven Spielberg to direct and Jim Carrey to star in.  Zach has also been working on two film 
projects, Los Angeles and This Is Serbia Calling the latter an adaptation of the book Guerilla 
Radio.   

CRISS HENDERSON (BFA, Production Management, í86) is the Executive Director of Chicago 
Shakespeare Theater at Navy Pier.  Criss is also a Professional Assoicate on The Theatre 
School Board, on the Board of Directors of About Face Theatre and is President of The 
Producersí Association of Chicago Area Theatres.   

RACHEL HENNEBERRY  (BFA, Production Management, '95) is in her third season as the 
Production Stage Manager at the Pittsburgh Opera in Pennsylvania. 

MELANIE HERMANN (MFA, Acting, ë94) is a company member of Circle X Theatre Company 
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The February 2004 issue of Men’s Fitness 
magazine  reported Seattle, WA as the fittest 
city in the U.S., followed in order by 
Honolulu, Colorado Springs, San Francisco 
and Denver.  Houston, TX topped the list of 
fattest cities in the U.S., followed by 
Philadelphia, Detroit, Memphis and 
Chicago.  NOTE:  Chicago was the second 
fattest city in 2002 and 2003. 

FITNESSor fatness 

Cleveland resident Austin Aitken  has sued 
NBC for $2.5million contending that 
watching an episode of Fear Factor in 
which contestants ate rats mixed in a 
blender made his blood pressure rise, 
resulting in dizziness and vomiting, 
causing disorientation during which he ran 
into a doorway, “causing suffering, injury 
and great pain.”  Asked why he didn’t shut 
off his TV, Aitken said he couldn’t do it 
quickly enough.  Mr. Aitken said he 
watches Fear Factor often and had no 
problem with past installments where the 
reality show’s participants ate worms and 
insects in pursuit of the $50,000 prize – but 
eating rats went too far.   “It’s barbaric, 
some of the things they ask these 
individuals to do,” said Aitken.   

YOUmake me sick 

 
The Theatre School’s Theatre Arts 
program will present two one acts this 
month.  Visitor from Forest Hills by 
Neil Simon will be directed by KIERRE KIERRE 
DOYLE DOYLE (BA, Theatre Arts, ‘05) and 
WASP by Steve Martin will be directed 
by SARAH CRONINSARAH CRONIN (BA, Theatre Arts, 
‘05).  CHRIS PREZAS CHRIS PREZAS (BFA, Light 
Design, ‘07) designed the lighting,  
JEFFREY TONJES JEFFREY TONJES (BA, Theatre Arts, 
‘03) designed the sound, and HOLLY HOLLY 
WINDINSTAD WINDINSTAD (Faculty) designed the 
scenery and costumes. 
 
The shows run 2/24-2/26/05, 8PM and 
2/27/05, 3PM.  Tickets are $5.00, Hilton 
Theatre, Barat Campus, 700 E. 
Westleigh Road, Lake Forest.  The 
per formance is  f ree for  a l l 
DePaul/Barat students, faculty and 
staff.  Reserve tickets at 847/574-4758 
or jjohns40@barat.edu 
 
Later in their season ROB CHAMBERS ROB CHAMBERS 
(MFA, Directing, ‘93) will be directing 
Coyote Ugly for the Barat Theatre Arts 
program, opening 4/28/05. 

NOW SHOWINGNOW SHOWING   



in Hollywood, CA, www.circlexthetre.org 

DIANE HERRERA (BFA, Playwriting, ë96) is an ensemble member of Teatro Luna 
and on the board of Salsation Theatre Company.   

BOLEN HIGH (Certificate, Acting, ë68) has a lead role in the independent film 
Family Values for Cherry Road Pictures. 

ELIZABETH HIPWELL (MFA, Acting, ë04) is in the film 5/25/77, which will premiere 
Spring 2005 with a limited run at the Music Box in Chicago, the Nuart in LA and the 
Film Forum in NYC.  KATIE JEEP (BFA, Acting, ë00) is the lead in the film. 

JEFFREY HOFFMAN (MFA Acting program, ë94-í95) is Artistic Director of theatre 
Q in California. 

KELLY HOLDEN (BFA, Acting, ë99) is the Executive Director of New Theatre 
Collective (NTC) which was founded by VALERIE BLACK-MALLON (BFA, Acting, 
ë01). 

PAUL HOLMQUIST (BFA, Acting, ë98) is in the Graduate Laban Certificate in 
Movement Analysis program at Columbia College. 

JASON HORGAN (BFA Acting program, ë91-í93) is a Licensed Realtor in Georgia 
with Coldwell-Banker Residential Brokers.  Feel free to contact Jason for help if 
purchasing or selling a home or piece of land anywhere in the U.S. by emailing him 
at jason.horgan@coldwellbankeratlanta.com 

VALORIE HUBBARD (BFA, Acting, ë84) guest stars on NBCís ER, 2/10/05, 9PM.  
(Sheís a Demerol addict from Ohio and beats up Noah Wylie with a bedpan!) 

PATRICK HUDSON (BFA, Light Design, ë96) runs a FREE theatre job listing site 
for all ìbehind-the-scenesî jobs in theatre and live entertainmentóPLEASE NOTE: 
no acting jobs or casting calls posted.  There is a special section devoted just to 
Chicago area jobs.  No memberships, subscriptions, or personal info needed to 
use the site, just internet access: www.backstagejobs.com  You can also subscribe 
to the BackstageJobs.com ìMail_To_Youî mailing list from Patrickís site. Here you 
get all job listings submitted sent directly to you by email the moment they are sent 
in, before they are posted.  Current fees are $5 for a month, $10 for three months, 
$35 annually.  If you are a current Theatre School student, faculty or staff member, 
you can get an extra month free with a 1 or 3 month subscription, or an extra 3 
months with a 1 year subscription by simply following the instructions for payment.  
Then send an email to webmaster@backstagejobs.com with both the email 
address you subscribed with, and the following code: ìDean Culbert loves me!î  
The additional time will be automatically added by the webmaster.   

SCOTT ILLINGWORTH (BFA, Acting, ë98) is the Children's Theatre Director at 
Theatre of Western Springs where is directs Ramona Quimby, Childrenís Theatre 
of Western Springs, 4384 Hampton Ave, 708/246-3380, opens 3/11/05 and closes 
3/20/05, www.theatrewesternsprings.com 

JAMES IMMEKUS (BFA, Acting, ë03) will guest star on an upcoming episode of 
CBSís Numb3rs, Fridays, 9PM. 

EVAN JACKSON (MFA, Directing, ë03) is co-founder, Artistic Director and Chair of 
Idle Muse Theatre Company.  The theatre will be housed in the former Adelphi 
Theatre (originally a vaudeville house, opened in 1917, has been closed since 
2002 and is under renovation)  at 7074 N. Clark.   

MAIKE JACOBI (MFA, Acting, ë03)  is engaged to CLAYTON SMERICAN (BFA, 
Acting, ë05), wedding is set for Summer 2005. 

GRANT JAMES (BFA, Acting, ë62) will be directing Angel Street at the Flower 
Mount Performing Arts Theatre, 1800 Gerault Rd, Flower Mound, TX, 972/724-
2147, www.fmpat.org.  Grant is Hr. Baird in the film The Wendel Baker Story with 
co-stars Luke and Owen Wilson,  and Will Ferrell, scheduled for a Fall 2005 
release. 

GENE JANSON  (BFA, Acting, í58) serves on the Artistic Board for the Apple Tree 
Theater in Highland Park.  He is celebrating a 45 year association with WTTW, 
Channel 11, which includes on-camera program host, (Blueprint for Homebuilding 
and City In A Garden), off-camera announcer, and on-camera pledge host.  This 
month Gene plays Colonel Robert S. McCormick in a PBS documentary sponsored 
by the McCormick Foundation.  Gene is also a volunteer reader at Sunday masses 
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•There are eight streams named after George 
Washington. 

•Hawaii was the first U.S. state to have a non-
white majority population. 

•The second highest viewed TV event in the 
1960’s was Tiny Tim’s wedding on the Johnny 
Carson Show on 12/17/69 (highest rated was the 
moon landing). 

•Texas has more inmates in federal prisons than 
any other U.S. state. 

•Some pre-contact North American Indian healers 
administered medicine beneath the skin with 
hypodermic syringes that they made from hollow 
bird bones and small animal bladders.  European 
physicians did not use hypodermic syringes 
until 1853. 

•January is National Reminiscence Month. 
•Mercedes-Benz recently changed their on-board 
software in some of its cars after male 
customers said they did not want to take driving 
instructions from a female voice. 

•A third of parents with school-age children stuff 
liquid hand sanitizers and wipes into their kids’ 
backpacks. 

•U.S. Vice President Dick Cheney wears size 
10EEE shoes. 

•Annual sales of mausoleums have been growing 
by 15%.  The buyers?  Baby boomers, of course. 

•One-quarter of U.S. drinking water wells contain 
nitrates from fertilizer in amounts above safety 
standards. 

•A child with overweight parents has a 40% 
chance of being overweight; with 2 overweight 
parents, it’s 80%. 

•The world’s largest peanut, weighing 20 lbs, is 
near Ashburn, GA. 

•In 1922, there were almost 3000 cheese factories 
in the state of Wisconsin; today there are about 
100.  Also today, Philip Morris, through its Kraft 
cheese brand, controls almost half of the entire 
North American cheese market. 

•Someone who has a positive view of aging adds 
an average of 7.5 years to their life over 
someone who has a negative view of life. 

•President John Quincy Adams kept pet 
silkworms. 

•If the minimum wage in the U.S. had increased 
as quickly as CEO pay since 1990, it would be 
$15.76 an hour, rather than $5.15. 

•London’s Metropolitan Police Authority 
announced it will start referring to blacks in its 
police reports as “visible minority ethnics.” 

•More than 940 people have been executed since 
the U.S. reinstated capital punishment in 1976. 

•Monopoly is available in 26 languages. 
•The Inca invented freeze-drying.  They froze 
potatoes at high altitudes so that the moisture 
they contained would vaporize.  The freeze-dried 
potatoes remained edible for several years.  
Spaniards provisioned their ships with freeze-
dried potatoes, and Spanish speculators made 
fortunes on this commodity. 

•The purest heroin is found in New Jersey. 

DID you know? 



by the McCormick Foundation.  Gene is also a volunteer reader at Sunday masses at Old St. 
Patrickís Church in Chicago and most importantly, the proud grandfather of Emma (4), Tess 
(almost 2) and Justin (17). 

KATIE JEEP (BFA, Acting, ë00) is the lead in the film 5/25/77 scheduled to premiere Spring 
2005 with a limited run at the Music Box in Chicago, the Nuart in LA and the Film Forum in 
NYC.  ELIZABETH HIPWELL (MFA, Acting, ë04) is also in the film. 

JOHN JENKINS (Faculty) is a board member of Plasticene Physical Theatre Company. 

JIM JOHNSON (Former Faculty) is Sergius in Arms and the Man, Unity Theatre, 300 Church 
St, Brenham, TX, 979/830-1460, www.unitybenham.org, through 2/20/05.  Jim also was the 
vocal coach for Polish Jokes, Stages Repertory, 3201 Allen Pkwy, Houston, TX, 713/527-
8243, www.stagestheatre.com, through 2/20/05.  He is co-directing Waiting For Godot, Lyndall 
Finley Wortham Theatre, U of Houston, 713/743-2929, www.class.uh.edu/theatre/
Performance/season.htm, opens 4/1/05 and runs through 4/10/05.  He will then be the vocal 
coach for Steel Magnolias, Alley Theatre, 615 Texas Ave, Houston, TX, 713/228-8421, 
www.alleytheatre.org, opens 5/13/05 and runs through 6/5/05. 

CHRIS JONES (Faculty) and his wife Gillian are proud to announce the birth of their second 
child, Evan Donovan Darlow Jones, 1/13/05, 7:54AM.  Mom, dad, older brother Peter and 
Evan are doing fine.  Congratulations! 

LISA JOYCE (BFA, Acting, ë04) will be in The Grapes of Wrath, Indiana Repertory Theatre, 140 W. Washington St, Indianapolis, IN, 
317/635-5252, www.indianarep.com, opens 2/16/05 and runs through 3/12/05. 

LEVI KAPLAN (MFA, Directing, ë03) has started a new theatre company, Acorn Theatre, in Tampa, FL. He recently closed their inaugural 
production, Death of a Salesman at the Fine Arts Complex on the campus of Hillsborough Community College, where Levi has been asked 
to teach Intro to Theatre, Acting 1 and Theatre Practicum this coming Winter Quarter.  He is also teaching Acting 1 at the University of 
Tampa.  Acorn Theatre will next do Neil Simonís The Good Doctor and Studs Terkelís American Dream, Spring 2005.  Acorn Theatre has 
also formed The Acorn Theatre�s Brute Squad, a fight troupe specializing in stage combat street theatre in and around Tampa.  You can 
contact Levi through acorntheatre@yahoo.com, website: www.acorntheatre.org 

LAYNI KATZ (Cert, Acting, ë86) continues singing regularly at Katerinaís at 1920 W. Irving Park Road and the Gateway Bar & Grill on 7545 
N. Clark, here in Chicago.   

GEORGE KEATING (BFA, Acting, ë90) is in Kabuki Lady Macbeth, Chicago Shakespeare Theater, 800 E. Grand, 312/595-5600, 
www.chicagoshakes.com, opens 3/11/05 and runs through 5/1/05. 

DARIN KEESING (BFA, Light Design, ë96) teaches lighting design at Illinois Wesleyan University where he has designed productions of 
42nd Street, Big Love, Fen, and Misalliance, and also freelances as a lighting technician for the Oprah Winfrey Show. 

CHLOE KELLER (BFA, Theatre Studies, ë93) is the Director of Theatre and Drama at Phoenix Country Day School in Arizona.   

NAMBI KELLEY  (BFA, Playwriting, '95) is working on a production of 12 Animals that is 
touring throughout Korea.   

LISA KELLY (BFA, Acting, í92) played Laurie Forman in the first five seasons of That 
70�s Show, Tuesdays, FOX-TV, 7PM.  The show is now in its seventh season. 

JACQUELINE KIM (BFA, Acting, ë87) is Samantha Wong in the film Red Doors, and 
earlier this year recorded the book Colibri by Ann Cameron on tape. 

BRIAN KIMMET (BFA, Acting, ë99) is working with a Shakespeare company in LA called 
Will & Co. 

LEE KIRK (BFA, Acting, ë96) wrote the film The Man Who Invented The Moon, directed 
by JOHN CABRERA (BFA, Acting, ë97), and starring SEAN GUNN (BFA, Acting, ë96).  It 
was screened at the Los Angeles International Film Festival on 9/12/04.  Plans include 
screenings at the St. Louis International Film Festival and the Silverlake Film Festival. 
More information on the film is at www.normandiecounty.com 

YASMINE KISS (BFA, Production Management, ë98) will be stage managing Florencia En 
El Amazon (2/26/05-3/12/05), Tales Of Hoffman (5/7/05-5/22/05), and Das Rheingold and 
Siegfried (8/7/05-8/23/05), all at Seattle Opera, 1020 John Street, Seattle, 206/684-7200, 
www.seattleopera.org 

MARK KLARICH (BFA, Acting, ë76) is an attorney and accountant, practicing tax, 
business and entertainment law in New Hampshire, Vermont and Arizona.  He and his 
wife Ochazania raised 8 children and they have 10 grandchildren.  Mark, his wife and 2 
children are members of the musical group D�Moja which has performed throughout New 
England over the last 16 years.   
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As of January 2005, almost a million 
members of the U.S. armed forces have 
been deployed to Iraq, Afghanistan, and 
other danger zones since the Sept. 11 
attacks, and almost a third of them have 
been sent more than once, figures released 
by the Pentagon show.  This means that for 
the first time in 30 years, a significant 
segment of society will have seen the 
misery and violence of war for an extended 
period.  More than 3.4 million people served 
in southeastern Asia during the Vietnam 
War, including draftees.  More than 58,000 
died.  Around 700,000 U.S. military served 
in the Persian Gulf during the first war with 
Iraq.  Of those, 382 died.  Since Sept, 11, 
2001, military deaths in Iraq and 
Afghanistan combined are close to 1500.  
“The only silver lining you can find in these 
numbers is that, for a generation to come, 
America will have many, many adults who 
understand the reality of what war is all 
about,” said Loren Thompson of the 
Lexington Institute. 

WARS remembered 

LISA PORTES (Faculty) directed 
Permanent Collection as part of 
N o r t h l i g h t  Th e a t r e ’ s  3 0 t h 
Anniversary Season, 9501 Skokie 
Boulevard, Skokie, 847/673-6300, 
www.northlight.org, through 3/6/05.  
LARRY (SMITH) MacGOWAN (BFA, 
Acting, ‘84) and SHANE’ (DAVIS) 
WILLIAMS (BFA, Acting, ‘89) are in 
the cast.  SUZANNE LANG (MFA, 
Acting, ‘04) is understudying.  
FRANCES MAGGIO (MFA, Costume 
Design) designed the costumes, 
KARIN McKIE (Staff) did media 
relations, and JAYMI LEE SMITH 
(BFA, Light Design, ‘96) designed 
the lighting. 

MORE than  a few  



PAUL KONRAD ( BFA, Acting, ë87) can be 
seen Monday through Friday mornings as 
the weatherman on WGN-TVís morning 
news show and is a Professional Associate 
on The Theatre School Board.   

DAVID KOVAC (BFA, Acting, ë93) continues 
to regularly perform his comedy/magic act at 
Navy Pier. 

JIM KRAG (BFA, Acting, ë84) will be in the 
world premiere of Pacific, Steppenwolf Merle 
Reskin Garage Theatre, 1624 N. Halsted, 
312/335-1650, www.steppenwolf.org, opens 
2/17/05 and runs through 3/27/05. 

HEATHER (LINDSTEN) KRAUZA (BFA, 
Costume Design, ë99) lives in NYC and is 
the Technical Designer for First Impressions (infants and Layette) and Green Dog sleep wear with Federated Department Stores.   

CAROLYN LADD (MFA, Acting, ë99) teaches Voice and Speech at the Educational Center for the Arts in New Haven, CT.   

MATTHEW LAMBERT (BFA, Theatre Management, í94) is the Company Manager for Dirty Rotten Scoundrels with John Lithgow, Imperial 
Theatre, 249 W. 45th Street, currently in previews, opens 3/3/05. 

JOHNNY LANCASTER (MFA, Acting, ë97) is the voice of AirTran Airlines as well as the new Pepsi Vanilla campaign and the Fisher Price 
Rescue Heroes toy line.  He has voiceover TV spots currently running for Pringles, Halls Fruitbreezers, Zest, Dannon, Center for Disease 
Control, Pillsbury, Panasonic, NY Lottery, Discovery Health, Showtime, Dentyne Ice and LíOreal.  Johnny does promos for Fifth Wheel, IFC, 

Nickelodeon, MTV and the Cartoon Network.  Heís the voice of the Top 200 Pop Icons show 
that will run for the next three years on VH1, and he narrates the NBC TV show Olympic Gold, 
which is hosted by former Olympian Summer Sanders.  And of course, there are his radio 
spots for AOL, Verizon, Staples, Lowes, Titlest Golf Balls and Crown Royal. 

SUZANNE LANG (MFA, Acting, ë04) recently finished shooting in the independent film The 
Visit.   

KEVIN LAWSON (BFA, Light Design, ë91)  did the lighting for the California part of NBCís 
Tsunami Aid, A Concert of Hope, 1/15/05.  He was also the Lighting Director for VH1 Big in 
2004, Comedy Central's Last laugh 2004, Fox-TV's Jingle Ball, and Spike TV's Video Game 
Awards. All aired in January 2005. He was Lighting Director for Yanni: Live at Mandaley Bay, 
Las Vegas and  Usher: The Truth Live from Atlanta coming to DVD early next year. Yanni will 
also be broadcast on PBS. Kevin is also Lighting Designer for The Gospel of Music with Jeff 
Majors airing on TV1 which was recently added to Direct TVís programming schedule. They 
recently shot 14 episodes for their 2nd season. 

MICK (MICHAEL) LEAVITT (BFA, Acting, '81) produced the stage version of Thoroughly 
Modern Millie, Marquis Theatre, 1535 Broadway, NYC, 212/307-4100, open run. Thoroughly 
Modern Millie received a 2002 Outer Critics Circle Award (Outstanding Actress in a Musical for 
Ms. Sutton Foster), five 2002 Drama Desk Awards and six 2002 Tony Awards, including Best 
Musicalómore Drama Desk and Tony Awards than any other show that season.  That was 
Mick's third Tony Award.  Congratulations! 
 
EUGENE LEE (BFA, Scene Design, ë64) won a 2004 Tony Award and a Drama Desk Award 
for Outstanding Set Design of a Musical for his set design for Wicked, Gershwin Theatre, 225 
W. 51st St, NYC, open run.  

DAN LEMIEUX (MFA, Acting, ë95) was in The Cooler with co-stars William H. Macy and Alec Baldwin.  Dan also did stunts in the films 
Tremors4: The Legend Begins and Christmas With The Kranks.  He is a stunt double in the films Duel and Cursed.  

DAN LeMONNIER (MFA, Acting, ë80) is a finalist for the Brimstone Award for the National Storytelling Network for his new performance 
What is in your Heart�The Healing Art of Storytelling, which was developed under 
the auspices of Hospice of the Calumet Area to introduce children to the hospice 
concept.  A recorded CD version is planned for this coming Spring.  Danís new CD, 
Begin Again, is available at amazon.com, CD Baby, and Danís own site, 
www.banjotakes.com  Two songs on this CD are in the running for awards from the 
International Song Writing Competition.   

KATIE LENNARD (BFA, Costume Design, ë04) designed the costumes for Inventing 
Van Gogh, Bailiwick Repertory, 1229 W. Belmont, 773/883-1090, www.bailiwick.org, 
currently in previews, through 2/20/05.  BRIAN BEMBRIDGE (Faculty) designed the 
set . 
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A trailer for the film version of 
E Q U I N O X  i s  a v a i l a b l e  a t 
www.equinox.com—you’ll need to 
download Real One Player (if you don’t 
have it) in order to view it.   The film is 
based on a two man one-act play, 
written and directed by NATALIE 
BERNING (BFA, Theatre Studies, ‘01), 
starring JASON DENUSZEK (BFA, 
Acting, ‘99) and CHRIS GENEBACH 
(BFA, Acting, ‘99).  Other alums 
connected to the production are 
VALERIE BLACK-MALLON (BFA, 
Acting, ‘01) as Executive Producer, 
NATHANIEL HARE (BFA, Theatre 
Technology, ‘02) as Sound Designer 
and Editor, KELLY HOOGENAKKER 
(BFA, Acting, ‘99) as an Actor and 
Associate Producer, ELIZABETH 
SCHUCH (BFA, Scene Design, ‘02) as 
Production Designer, and MATT 
RETZLAFF (BFA, Theatre Technology, 
‘06) who is composing the score .  

MORE than  a few  

.7% of people in the U.S. are still farmers.  With fewer that two million farms 
remaining in the U.S., we have more people doing time in prison than farming full-
time.  The number of people considered “farmers” actually dropped so low that as of 
1993 the Census Bureau stopped using the category.  The suicide rate among 
farmers is three times higher than in the general population.   
By the mid-‘90’s, the U.S. was using roughly a billion pounds of active pesticide 
ingredients each year – that’s about four pounds for ever person in the country and 
20% of the world’s pesticide use.  Despite a tenfold increase in pesticide use, the 
share of crops lost to pests has nearly doubled since World War II.   
A recent worldwide survey of sustainable agriculture initiatives, examining 200 
projects in 52 countries using about 70 million acres, showed that sustainable 
practices can “lead to substantial increases” in production.  In fact, some root-crop 
farmers realized gains as great as 150% using more sustainable methods. 

FARMING ,pesticides & sustainability 

The top five money making music tours of 2004 
were Prince ($87.4 million), Celine Dion ($80.4 
million), Madonna ($79.5 million), Metallica ($60.5 
million) and Bette Midler ($59.4 million).   
Top Five Yahoo! searches for 2004 were 
American Idol, Paris Hilton, Jessica Simpson, 
Britney Spears and Harry Potter.   
Top Five Lycos searches for 2004 were Janet 
Jackson, Paris Hilton, Clay Aiken, Britney 
Spears and Nick Berg. 

TOPtours & searches 



JOSH LEVINE (BFA, Playwriting, ë02) had a reading of his play A Merry 
Jewish Christmas, Rattlesnake Theatre, NYC, 1/24/05. 

DANA LEWENTHAL (MFA, Acting, ë97) invites you to check out her website 
at www.danalewenthal.com for more information on her professional work.   

KELLUM LEWIS (MFA, Acting, ë92) is the Mental Health Project Leader at 
AIDS Service Center, the 2nd largest AIDS Service Organization in Southern 
California.  Kellum plans to be a licensed Marriage and Family Therapist 
(MFT) within a year and will then return to acting. 

LIZZ LEISER (BFA, Playwriting, ë01) is a full time theatre teacher for a 
childrenís program in Oregon. 

NIKKI LINT (BFA, Production Management, ë03) is the Production Stage 
Manager of American Girl Theatre in NYC.  Nikki is one of four managers of 
the theatre department and has 8 adults and 38 young performers in her charge.  They are scheduled to do 12 to 25 shows a week.  
American Girl is on the corner of 49th St and 5th Avenue, across the street from the Rockefeller Center. 

WREN LONGNO (BFA, Theatre Studies, ë99) is the Associate Executive Director of The New Group, an off-Broadway production company 
on 42nd between 9th and 10th in NYC.   

EMILY LOTSPEICH (BFA, Theatre Studies, ë03) is in I�m a Female...Seeking a Male, Theatre Building, 1225 W. Belmont, 773/327-5252, 
www.theatrebuildingchicago.org, through 2/27/05. 

MATT LOWE (BFA, Acting, ë02) has four national commercials running for Verizon Wireless, Kia Motors, Nintendo DS and Motel 6.  He is 
also directing a documentary about small business vs. corporate business with more info at www.smartcitygrinds.com 

LINDA (HICKMAN) LUBELL (BFA, Acting, ë91) earned an M.Ed in ë95, is married to Alex Lubell (BFA, School of Music, ë87), and they have 
two adopted children from Guatemala, Julian (5) and Marina (2&1/2).  Linda taught 5th grade for 5 years prior to the adoptions.  She is 
currently on leave from the school system.  Linda is also a singer/songwriter and released her CD Perfect Heart in August 2004 (you can 
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• A 6 story, 580 bed residence hall for upper division students, to be called Fullerton Residential Village, will be built on the  
Lincoln Park campus on Fullerton just west of Racine, scheduled for occupancy Summer 2006.  The building will feature floor 
plans similar to the University Center of Chicago (UCC) on the downtown campus, with kitchen facilities in each unit, significa nt 
common space and all apartments furnished with beds, desks and dressers. Rental rates are projected to remain comparable to 
the downtown facility; all residence life management will be handled by a professional student housing management company.  
DePaul’s role in the project is to collaborate in its marketing.  The main floor will be commercial, floors 2 through 6, reside ntial.  
The project is being funded by MJH Education Assistance Illinois, a nonprofit public benefit corporation.   “This new facility will 
be self-funding, meaning that bonds sold by MJH in December wi ll fund the construction, and revenues from the residential and 
retail leases will pay for the building’s operation, maintenance and debt service,” said Scott Scarborough, DePaul’s Executive 
Vice President for Operations. 

• In May 2005 the first phase of a $3.5million project to upgrade DePaul’s Wish Field soccer and softball fields on the Lincoln P ark 
campus so they are in compliance with NCAA standards will begin.  DePaul alum and trustee Victor Cacciatore and his family 
donated $1million gift toward the renovation.  Renovations will include replacing all of Wish Field’s natural grass with a more  
durable and uniform artificial turf.  A sectioned and removable “tray system” of turf will be installed to cover and protect th e clay 
softball infield when the facility is being used for men’s and women’s soccer games, and a soccer scoreboard will be added.  
Softball renovations will include bullpens, dugouts and batting cages, an official scorekeeper’s/press box, and seating for 800  
spectators.  The field will be renamed Cacciatore Stadium. 

• A Barnes & Noble College Booksellers superstore is scheduled to open in mid-2005 in the DePaul Center on the university’s 
downtown campus.  According to the 15-year deal, the bookseller will build and manage a 30,000-square-foot store on the main 
floor and concourse levels of the building’s north end, primarily occupying space that houses the current bookstore and a 
vacant former record store.  Barnes & Noble also will take over  textbook services for DePaul students from Follett’s and manage  
that operation on the lower level, as well as at the Lincoln Park Campus bookstore. 

• DePaul’s Digital Cinema program is hosting bi-weekly screenings of films at Schmidt Academic Center Rm161, all at 6PM.  
McCabe & Mrs. Miller on 2/10/05, The Conversation on 2/22/05 and Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf on 3/9/05 are scheduled so far.  
Screenings will include an introduction, a discussion afterwards , and each will highlight a spec ific aspect of the filmmaking 
process.  More info can be obtained from JoANNE ZIELINSKI (Faculty) at jzielin2@barat.edu 

• Interested in volunteering and donating your time and expertise to students and other alumni?  Join the ASK (Alumni Sharing 
Knowledge) Volunteer Network of Alumni Relations and Networks.  ASK is a unique career-focused networked devoted to 
providing alumni volunteers with innovative opportunities to reconnect with DePaul.  To learn more go to: http://
alumni.depaul.edu/network/interest_ask.asp   All you’ll need is: A willingness to contribute time and expertise to students and  
other alumni;  A degree from a college, school, institute or ce rtificate program of DePaul (or Goodman School of Drama for you 
alums prior to 1978);  Access to email – since the system is web-based, email is the primary mode of communication with 
participants.  NOTE:  This program is also open to friends of DePaul, not just alumni.  For more information, contact 
ask@depaul.edu or 312/362-5495.  

ELSEWHEREat depaul university  

A recent survey of more than 1400 chief financial 
officers at companies with more than 20 employees 
showed that one of the most critical aspects looked for 
in prospective employees is having industry-specific 
experience assuming this would help them make 
immediate contributions to a company’s success.  
Nearly a third cited “software/technology knowledge” 
as important in prospective employees.  Only 1% said 
that people skills would tip the balance between 2 
people of equal qualifications trying for the same 
finance or accounting position. 

PEOPLEskills help how? 



hear snippets from it at www.cdbaby.com/lindalubell).  She performs in the 
Chicago area will be headlining the free Peace Concert series at SGI-USA 
Chicago Cultural Center, 1455 S. Wabash, 4/29/05, 7PM.  Linda invites you 
to visit her homepage: http://home.sprynet.com/~lubell 

JAMES LYNCH (MFA, Directing, ë92) is entering the 2nd season of 
producing Highland Park: City Gallery, a city wide arts program produced in 
cooperation with other arts and performance groups.  He lives in Highland 
Park with his wife, Riv, and children Hannah (7), Liam (5) and Uma (2).  
James and a group of supporters are re-creating his arts program, 
DreamHaus, to include more arts programming all under one roof. 

PATTY LYONS (BFA, Production Management, ë87) is the Assistant Stage 
Manager for the new Flaherty & Ahren musical Dessa Rose, Mitzi E. 
Newhouse Theater at the Lincoln Center Theatre,  212/239-6200, 
www.lct.org, NYC, previews begin 2/17/05, opens 3/21/05 and runs through 
5/29/05.  PAUL STOVALL (BFA, Acting, ë91) will be in the cast.  Prior that, 
Patti was the Stage Manager for 42nd Street on Broadway for two years.   

TIM MACULAN (BFA, Scene Design program, í82-ë84) plays the recurring 
role of Father Jack in HBOís Six Feet Under, Sundays, 8PM, which has 
completed  four seasons.  He is Terrence in the film Duplex starring Drew 
Barrymore and Ben Stiller, and is in the film Matchstick Men starring Nicolas 
Cage and Sam Rockwell. 

STACY MAGERKURTH (BFA, Acting, ë00) is the Assistant to the General Manager of the Harris Theatre for Music and Dance at Chicagoís 
new Millenium Park.   

CHIARA MANGIAMELI (BFA, Acting, ë94) is teaching mat pilates classes at Northwestern University in Evanston and sheís in the process of 
opening her own pilates studio in the Logan Square neighborhood of Chicago.  

JOE MANTEGNA (BFA Acting program, ë67-í69) is police chief Will Gerardi in CBSís Joan of 
Arcadia, Fridays, 7PM, currently in its second season.  SARAH (FRUTIG) BENOIT (BFA, 
Acting, ë73) has a recurring role on the series as Ms. Schmidt, the librarian.   Joe also plays 
the recurring role of Fat Tony on FOX-TVís The Simpsons, Sundays.  He is Robert Micelli in 
the film Uncle Nino, opening nationwide 2/11/05; co-stars include Anne Archer, 
SHANE’ (DAVIS) WILLIAMS (BFA, Acting, ë89) and NED SCHMIDTKE (GSD).  He also plays 
the title role in the film Pontormo, due for release later this year.  Other films currently in pre or 
post production include the role of Gaetano DíAmico in West of Brooklyn, he is Richard in Nine 
Lives with Kathy Baker, Sissy Spacek, Glenn Close, Holly Hunter and Dakota Fanning; he is 
Davis Roman in The Kid & I with Tom Arnold, Linda Hamilton and Henry Winkler; he is Joe in 
The Book of Joe with Gena Rowlands, Peter Falk and Charles Durning, and is Edmond (an 
adaptation of the David Mamet play) with Julia Stiles and William H. Macy.  Joe has now 
completed over 70 films in addition to many theatre and TV appearances. 

INA MARLOWE (MFA, Directing, ë81)  directed Permanent Collection, Unicorn Theatre, 3828 
Main St, Kansas City, MO, 818/531-7529 ext10, www.unicorntheatre.org, through 2/13/05.  Ina 
is the Artistic Director of the Organic Theater.   

JIM MARONEK (MFA, Scene Design, ë58 & Professor Emeritus)   continues to serve on the 
Board of Directors and chair of the Theatre Renovation Committee, working with the Holibird 
and Root architectural firm in Chicago, for The Peninsula Players.  Plans are for a new theatre 
and pavilion for the famous ìTheatre in a Garden.î   When not busy, Jim and his wife Carole 
continue to travel and to operate their artistsí retreat and gallery in Ellison Bay, WI.  Check out 
their website at www.silverpoplar.com 

TANERA MARSHALL (MFA, Acting, ë95) is an Artistic Associate with greasy joan & co.   

ADAM MATHIAS  (BFA, Playwriting, í96) writes the East Coast Committee Alumni newsletter. If you 
would like to contact the ECC or get your email address on the list, email 
eastcoastalumni@hotmail.com or call the ECC Hotline 773/325-7957.  Adam invites you to visit his 
website at www.adamup.com 

AMANTHA MAY (BFA, Acting, ë93) dances regularly at Brick Lane Curry House in Manhattan and 
other venues around NYC.   

ADAM MAYFIELD (BFA, Acting ë00) is Joel in the feature film Sea of Fear, co-starring Edward 
Albert, scheduled to be released Fall 2005.   

JEN McARDLE (BFA, Theatre Technology, ë01) is the Production Manager at the Vittum Theatre, 
www.vittumtheater.org  and the Production Manager for the Simple Theater Company. 
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Ronald McDonald appeared on TV for the first time in 
1962.  Colonel Harlan Sanders (given the honorary title 
of Colonel by the governor of Kentucky in the 1930’s) 
started his fried chicken business in his own gas 
station in KY.  The first cereal icon was Snap for 
Kellogg’s Rice Krispies in 1933 (Crackle and Pop were 
added a few years later).  The first time a human was 
hired to portray a food icon was at the 1883 Chicago 
World Expo – the character?  Aunt Jemima.  Paul 
Freeze was the voice for the original Pillsbury 
Doughboy AND the Boris Badenov character on Rocky 
& Bullwinkle.  The colors of Toucan Sam’s beak 
represent the colors of Kellogg’s Froot Loops cereal.  
Ronald McDonald has a 96% recognition factor among 
U.S. children.  M&M’s introduced their icons (Red & 
Yellow) in 1941.  They are more recognizable among 
U.S. children today than Snoopy or Mickey Mouse.  
There are now 21 different M&M colors.  Capt. Crunch’s 
first name is Horatio. 

FOOD icon memorabilia  

A new employee benefit at L.L. 
Media, a Danish information-
technology company: free home 
subscriptions to internet porn 
sites.  In exchange, the company 
blocks porn-site access from the 
office.  An executive told the 
newspaper Aftenposten the plan 
will make his workers more 
relaxed and efficient. 

PORNbenefits 

CYNTHIA CASTIGLIONE (BFA, Theatre 
Studies, ‘02) is a curator for the 6th 
Annual Around the Coyote Winter 2005 
Festival, Bucktown/Wicker Park 
neighborhood, 2/11-2/13/05. ADAM 
SIMON (BFA, Playwriting, ‘03) will have 
his play The Funeral Critics  performed 
as part of the festival.  It will be 
directed by DAN KERR-HOBERT (BFA, 
Acting, ‘03).  Adam’s play Management 
Orientation  will also be produced, and 
it will be directed by LIBBY FORD 
(BFA, Theatre Studies, ‘03). EDDIE 
JORDAN III (BFA, Acting, ’04) and 
SETH UNGER (BFA, Acting, ’04) will be 
in the cast.   Suit by CAITLIN PARRISH 
(BFA, Playwriting, ‘06) will also be 
p r o d u c e d .   M o r e  i n f o  a t 
www.aroundthecoyote.org 

MORE than  a few  



TARELL McCRANEY (BFA, Acting, ë03) is in his first year of 
the MFA Playwriting program at Yale.  

JIMMY McDERMOTT (MFA, Directing, ë99) directs Salome, 
side project, 1520 W. Jarvis, 773/973-2150, 
www.thesideproject.net, opens 2/17/05 and runs through 
3/20/05.  DAVE DASTMALCHIAN (BFA, Acting, ë99) and 
JIMMY DRISKILL (MFA, Acting, ë97) are also in the cast. 

ERIC McGILL (MFA, Acting, ë77) is part of Fruitpunch, an 
improv group with Bay Area Theatresports in San Franciso, 
CA. 

JOHANNA McKAY (BFA, Acting, ë88) regularly participates in 
a group called P. S. Arts a program to put artists into public 
schools that cannot afford arts programs.  Funding is through 
Oprah Winfrey and Old Navy.   

KARIN McKIE (Staff) did media relations for The Complete 
Works of William Shakespeare, Mercury Theatre, 3745 N. 
Southport, 773/325-1700, through 2/27/05; Barrel of 
Monkeyís That�s Weird, Grandma at Neo-Futurarium, 5153 N. Ashland, 773/275-5255, Monday  nights, open run;  Visions and Voices 
Theatre Companyís Vegas Baby!, Chicago Dramatists, 1105 W. Chicago, 312/635-8700, opens 4/23/05 and runs through 6/5/05;  Quality 
Street, Rogue Theatre Company at The Side Studio, closed 2/5/05; Arrangement for Two Violas, Visions & Voices Theatre Company, closed 
12/19/04; and Big Time, Eclipse Theatre, closed 12/19/04.  Karin also does media relations for New World Repertory Theatre, Eclipse 
Theatre, Stage Left Theatre, and the Scott Montgomery cabaret performances at Davenports. 

KENN McLAUGHLIN (BFA, Acting, í90) is the Managing Director of Stages Repertory Theatre in Houston, TX. 

JASON (PIERCE) McLIN (BFA, Acting, ë99) is a member of the cast of Blue Man Group in Chicago, The Briar Street Theatre, 3133 N. 
Halsted, 773/348-4000, www.blueman.com, open run. J.P. AMIDEI (BFA, Theater Management, í97) is the Ticket Services Manager and 
JOEL BUTLER (BFA, Production Management, í97) is the Stage Manager.   

GABRIEL McPHERSON  (BFA, Acting, í00) just finished a 2 year run in the national tour of Mamma Mia and will be relocating to NYC this 
month. 

JULIA MEADOR (BFA, Scene Design, ë03) is the Assistant Technical Director at Gary Musick Scenic in Nashville, TN. 

JONATHAN MEIER (MFA, Acting, ë85) directed Marvin�s Room, Mundelein High School, 
closed 2/5/05.  Jonathan is the Head of the Drama Department at Mundelein High 
School where he teaches both acting and technical theatre, as well as directing the 
schoolís productions.   

KYMBERLY MELLEN (MFA, Acting, ë00) is in Intimate Apparel, Steppenwolf Theatre, 
1650 N. Halsted, 312/335-1650, www.steppenwolf.org, through 3/13/05.  ELI 
GOODMAN (BFA Acting program, ë88óí90) is also in the cast.  Kymberly invites you to 
visit her website at www.mellenheadprods.com  

JANINE MERCANDETTI (BFA, Acting, ë02) is in The Water Coolers somewhere in NYC. 

FRANK MERLE (BFA, Playwrighting, í01) directed Hamlet: Prince of Denmark, Keyhole 
Theatre, 1501 N. Oakley, 773/805-5055, www.keyholetheatre.com, through 2/20/05.  
Frank is the Artistic Director of Keyhole Theatre Company.   

JANET MESSMER (Faculty) is the costume curator for the Evanston Historical Society.  
She just opened her new costume exhibit as part of the societyís annual holiday open 
house, 225 Greenwood St. and the Charles Gates Dawes House, Evanston, through 
4/15/05.  

MICKI MEYER (BFA, Theatre Studies, ë03) lives in NYC and is the Assistant Director of 
Operations for the Clear Channel theatrical offices. 

CRAIG (SKIP) MICHAEL (BFA, Acting, '90) and wife Nicky are proud to announce the 
birth of son Roy Frederick, 1/23/05, 8 lbs 2.5 oz, 21".  All are doing 
fine.  Congratulations!  

JEN MICHEL (MFA, Acting, ë95) runs the Womenís Online Community for AOL.   

BRENT MILLER (BFA, Theatre Technology, ë05) had his entry The Silent Projector 
accepted for exhibition at the USITT Annual Conference and Stage Expo. Metro Toronto 
Convention Center, North Building, Halls A&B, 255 W. Front Street, Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada, 3/17ó3/19/05.  Congratulations, Brent!   NAN CIBULA-JENKINS (Faculty) had 
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South Asians are trying to save their 
elephants by turning elephant poo into 
paper.  Asian elephants and their fibrous 
piles of dung are familiar to circus-goers in 
the U.S., but in their homelands, the 
elephants’ wild counterparts face extinction 
from loss of habitat and conflict with 
humans.  In an effort to change how Sri 
Lankans view elephants, Thusitha 
Ranasinghe, managing director of Maximus 
Ltd., began manufacturing dung paper in 
1998.  The elephant, he explains, is “a 
perfectly eco-friendly, living paper-pulping 
being.”  It does in its stomach what is done 
chemically in a paper mill by degrading 
fibrous material “to papermaking-grade 
pulp.”  Through Project Peace Paper, 
Maxumis is working to create facilities in 
areas where the human-elephant conflict is 
greatest.  By using wild-elephant dung in the 
papermaking process, villagers may see 
elephants as more of an economic asset.  
“You can take their poo and give everyone 
in this community a job,” says Karl Wald, a 
bio-chemist and former volunteer in Sri 
Lanka, who began selling Sri Lankan 
elephant-dung paper last summer.  His 
company, Mr. Ellie Pooh, is the sole U.S. 
distributor.  More info at 
www.mrelliepoo.com 

THEpoop on paper  

United States compared to the European Union: 
 
• Life Expectancy:  76.9 (U.S.)   78.0 (E.U.) 
• Gross National Product:  $10.4 trillion (U.S.)   $10.5 trillion (E.U.) 
• Percentage who feel God is “very im portant” to them:  82% (U.S.)   
20% (E.U.) 

• Country of origin of 140 largest companies on the Global Fortune 
500 list:  50 (U.S.)   61 (E.U.) 

• Number of millionaires:  2.2 million (U.S.)   2.6 million (E.U.) 
• Number of suicides per 100,000 inhabitants:  6.3 (U.S.)   1.7 (E.U.) 
• Average yearly vacation time:  2 weeks (U.S.)   6 weeks (E.U.) 
• Number of doctors per 100,000 inhabitants:  279 (U.S.)   322 (E.U.) 
• Number of prisoners per 100,000 inhabitants:  685 (U.S.)   87 (E.U.) 
• Number of inhabitants:  295 million (U.S.)   455 million (E.U.) 

AN interesting comparison 



her designs for a Chicago Shakespeare Theater production of The Tempest chosen to 
be part of the World Stage Design Expo at the USITT Convention, 3/12-3/19/05.  ERIC 
FIELDING (MFA, Scene Design, ë76) is the director of World Stage Design Expo 2005 at 
the USITT Convention.    

DARRELL MILLER (BFA, Theatre Studies, ë90) teaches drama at West High School in 
Denver, CO.   

GARY MILLS (BFA, Acting, ë91) has sold the screenplay and movie rights to his play 
Raising Blue to Far Post Productions out of San Francisco.  The film will be produced by 
Oscar-nominated producer Peter Wentworth (Metropolitan). 

DAVID MINK (Certificate, Acting, í62) will be directing All My Sons for the Oak Park 
Festival Theatre as the premiere production of their Dark Night series this coming 
summer.  David runs Redmink Productions, http://pw1.netcom.com/~redmink/index.html 
which provides entertainment for over 600 corporate events, meetings and trade shows 
annually.   

PETER MOHRMANN (MFA, Acting, ë89) is the Producing Director/Theatre Manager for 
the Delta King Theatre in Sacramento, CA.  The Delta King has an Equity contract and 
hopes to go not-for-profit as soon later this year. 

DAVID MOLD (MFA, Directing, '97) is an Associate Professor at Marymount Manhattan 
College in NY.   

TOBY MORRIS (BFA Acting program, ë92-í94) lives in Miami, FL and has written three 
full length screenplays. 

KEVIN MORRISSEY (BFA, Scene Design, '89) is the set designer for the 20th Century 
Fox film Flight of the Phoenix starring Dennis Quaid, premiered 12/17/04.  Kevin is a 

Lecturer at the University of California at Riverside where he has designed the scenery, lighting, costumes and/or sound for over 25 
productions.  Check out Kevinís website at www.kevin-morrissey.com 

MICHAEL MUHNEY  (BFA, Acting, ë97) is Sheriff Don Lamb, a recurring role on the UPN series Veronica Mars, Tuesdays, 8PM.   

CARLOS MURILLO (Faculty) will have his play A Human Interest Story (or The Gory Details and All) published in the Winter/Spring 2005 
issue of Theatre Forum International Theatre Journal.  Carlos will also have a reading of his play "Unfinished American Highwayscape # 9 & 
32", Boston Court, 70 N. Mentor, Pasadena, CA, 626/683-6883, 2/26/05. 

KIMOSHA MURPHY (Faculty) is the Managing/Artistic Director of the ALYO Childrens Dance Theatre, and art education effort to develop 
the talents and knowledge of urban children through the dance and music traditions of Africa.  More info at www.alyochildrensdance.com 
 
KATHRYN NARDO (MFA Costume Design program, ë01-í02) designed the costumes for The 
Twilight of the Golds, Brown Couch Theatre Company at Profiles Theatre, 4147 N. Broadway, 
312/409-2010, www.brown-couchthetre.org, through 2/26/05. 
 
JULIA NEARY (BFA, Acting, ë90 & Faculty) is in the independent film Black Days, now in post-
production.  Also in the cast is STEVE CINABRO (BFA, Acting, ë87).   
 
MICHAEL NEFF (BFA Acting program, ë89-í91) is a Sergeant First Class in the army, currently 
stationed somewhere in the desert between Jordan and Baghdad. 

LOIS NETTLETON (BFA, Acting, ë47) is Evelyn on NBCís Crossing Jordan, Sundays, 9PM, 
now in its second season. 

TIM NORDWIND (BFA, Playwriting, ë98) and his band OK GO wrote and performed the theme 
music for the National Public Radioís daily program Odyssey hosted by Gretchen Helfrich.   

KATIE NOVELLO (BFA, Costume Design, ë00) is the Assistant Costume Designer for NBCís 
Law and Order: Criminal Intent.  Katie also recently became a member of United Scenic Artists 
Union.  Congratulations, Katie! 

LINDA OBASI (MFA, Acting, ë02) wrote the screenplay for the film OverSeas which filmed last 
Summer in New York and Nigeria.  BRAD STEVENS (MFA, Acting, ë02) was the production 
manager for the New York shoot and SHUNDRICE TUCKER (MFA, Acting, ë03) is in the cast. 

MATT O’BRIEN (BFA, Acting Program, ë82-í85) is the Producing Director of the Irish 
Repertory of Chicago Theatre Company.   

ZAK ORTH (BFA, Acting, ë92) was in The Secret Order, Laguna Playhouse, Laguna Beach, 
CA, closed 6/29/03.  The plan is for the play to be on Broadway next season.  SHAYNA FERM 
(BFA, Acting, ë99) and HOWARD WITT (Cert, Acting, ë67) were also in the cast.  
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Dozens of Texas schools appear to have 
cheated on the state’s redesigned academic 
achievement test, casting doubt on whether 
the accountability system can reliably 
measure how schools are performing, a 
paper found.  An analysis uncovered strong 
evidence of organized, educator-led 
cheating on the Texas Assessment of 
Knowledge and Skills at schools in Houston 
and Dallas, along with suspicious scores in 
hundreds of other schools, the Dallas 
Morning News reported.  The newspaper 
analyzed scores from 7700 Texas schools, 
searching for ones with unusual gaps in 
performance between grades or subjects.  It 
said research has shown that schools that 
are weak in one subject or grade are 
typically weak in others.  More than 200 
schools had large, unexplained score gaps 
between grades or between the TAKS and 
other standardized tests.  Texas education 
policies on student accountability became 
the model for the fede ral No Child Left 
Behind law enacted after the start of 
President Bush’s first term in office in 2000. 

CHEATING in  texas 

HONEY CRAWFORD (BFA, Acting, ‘00), 
SHARON GOPFERT (MFA, Acting, ‘94 & 
Faculty), KATIE JEEP (BFA, Acting, 
‘00), KYMBERLY MELLEN (MFA, 
Acting, ‘00 & Faculty), LILY SHAW 
(BFA, Acting, ‘95) and ANASTASIA 
WEBB (BFA, Acting, ‘98) are 6 of the 
184 actresses from both the U.S. and 
Europe in the film Casting About, 
which was filmed in 2001 with the 
original plan to weave in clips of the 
auditions into the film’s story.  After 
viewing more than 70 hours of some of 
the 350 auditions, filmmaker Barry 
Hershey decided to shape the film to 
express why women put themselves on 
the line in an audition.  Upcoming 
screenings include the Sedona 
International Film Festival & Workshop, 
www.sedonafilmfestival.org, 3/3-3/6/05; 
the Bradford Film Festival in England, 
www.bradfordfilmfestival.org.uk, 3/4-
3/19/05; and the Sydney Film Festival in 
Australia, www.sydneyfilmfestival.org, 
6/10-6/25/05.  More info on the film is at 
www.castingaboutmovie.com 

MORE than  a few  



DAVID OSIPOVICH (BA, LA&S, ë96) is an Assistant Professor of Philosophy 
at Eastern Washington University in Spokane, WA. In the Fall his first 
published article,  What Rousseau Teaches Us About Live Theatrical 
Performance, appeared in The Journal of Aesthetics and Art Criticism. 

MICHAEL PACAS (MFA, Directing, ë90) invites you to visit his website at 
http://pacas.ws 

ADI PALITI (BFA, Theatre Management, ë98) is in Flight, Blindfaith Theatre 
Company at the Atheneaum Theatre, 2936 N. Southport, 
www.blindfaiththeatre.org, through 3/6/05.   

RYAN PALMER (MFA, Acting, ë03) recently returned to Chicago from 
Portland, OR where he did an Intel industrial and is in National Geographicís 
Expeditions to the Edge: CSI on Everest, which aired on the National 
Geographic cable channel last month.  Ryan recently relocated to LA. 

JAY PECORA (BFA, Acting, ë89) lives in NY and is currently conducting his 
dissertation research (a qualitative study of his practice in a high school class 
that uses drama to teach about the holocaust) and plans to complete his 
Ph.D. in Educational Theatre sometime this year.  He is also currently 
teaching a ìMethods and Material of Research in Educational Theatreî at 
NYU. 

LILIANA PEREZ-REYNOLDS (BFA, Scene Design, ë96) has a website at 
www.LilianaPerezReynolds.com  where you can view and purchase some of 
Lilianaís artwork. 

ELIZABETH PERKINS (Certificate, Acting, ë81) has been in over 30 films.  
She will be in The Ring 2 with co-stars Naomi Watts and Sissy Spacek; The 
Thing About My Folks with Olympia Dukakis, Peter Falk and ANN DOWD 

(MFA, Acting, ë81); Fierce People with co-stars Diane Lane and Donald Sutherland; Kids in 
America with co-stars Rosanna Arquette and W. EARL BROWN (MFA, Acting, ë89); and La La 
Wood with co-stars Janeane Garafola and Martin Short as Jiminy Glick.  Elizabeth was the voice 
of Coral in Finding Nemo. 

ANGELO PETRATOS (BFA, Lighting Design, ë95) is the Automated Programmer at the Oprah 
Winfrey Show.   

LARA PHILLIPS (BFA, Acting, ë94) is in Ice Harvest, directed by Harold Ramis.  Co-stars 
include John Cusack, Billy Bob Thornton, Randy Quaid, and BRAD SMITH (BFA, Acting, ë02).  
The film is set for a Spring 2005 release. 

AMY PIETZ (BFA, Acting, í90) is Charlie in ABCís Rodney, Tuesdays, 8:30PM.  Amy also plays 
Annie Spedaro in Caroline in the City, now in syndication, WGN, daily at 2:30AM and 12:30PM.   

RON PIRETTI (MFA, Acting, ë75) is on the faculty of Ann Reinkingís Broadway Theatre Project 
2005, Tampa, FL, 888/874-1764, www.BroadwayTheatreProject.com, Tampa, FL, 7/10-7/31/05. 

COLLETTE POLLARD (BFA, Scene Design, ë02) designed the scenery for Curse of the Crying 
Heart, The House Theatre, 3111 N. Western, 773/251-2195, www.thehousetheatre.com, through 
3/12/05.  Collete is the managing director of Plasticene Physical Theatre Company.   

LISA PORTES (Faculty) is one of eight directors offering a Master Scene Study class 
through The Audition Studio, 312/527-4566, www.theauditionstudio.com, begins 
3/21/05 for 8 weeks through 5/16/05. 

KATIE POWERS (BFA, Acting, ë01) is in Expecting Isabel, Rivendell Theatre at Gallery 
37 Center for the Arts, 60 E. Randolph, 312/742-8497, rivendelltheatre.net,  through 
3/6/05.  BILL BANNON (BFA, Acting, ë86) and ERIC SLATER (BFA, Acting, ë97) are 
also in the cast.   

PJ POWERS (BFA, Acting, ë95) is the Artistic Director of TimeLine Theatre.  

BILL PULLINSI (GSD) is the new Artistic Director of Theatre at the Center, 907 Ridge 
Rd, Highland, IN, 219/836-3255, www.theatreatthecenter.com  

PHYLLIS (FOX)  RAVEL (BFA, Acting, í74) is the Artistic Director at Marquette 
University in Milwaukee, WI.   

ROBERT REID (Certificate, Acting, ë78) is the Managing director of Las Bleu Theatre 
Company, 401 Pine St, www.basbleu.org, Fort Collins, CO.  He is also in The Goat or 
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Heart-related deaths peak on 
Christmas and New Year’s Day, and 
overall deaths are at their highest 
during the holidays, in part because 
people delay treatment until after the 
celebrations, according to a study in 
the medical journal Circulation.  
Christmas Day ranked 1 st in the year 
for average cardiac deaths in 
emergency rooms and outpatient 
treatment centers, said David Phillips, 
a sociologist who led the study.  The 
day after Christmas and New Year’s 
Day ranked #2 and #3 according to the 
26-year study of 53 million deaths. 

DEADLY holidays  

The Oz Museum in Wamego, KS boasts one of 
the largest private collections of Oz 
memorabilia in the world, thanks to a collection 
of more than 2000 items inspired by L. Frank 
Baum’s children’s story and the 1939 movie.  
When you open the door of the 1880’s 
mercantile building that houses the museum, 
you step into a sepia-toned Gale family 
farmyard.  But when you walk through the front 
door of Dorothy’s house, you enter Oz’s 
Technicolor world, complete with 4 galleries, 8 
alcoves and 20 display cabinets filled with 
memorabilia.  The museum is about 70 miles 
west of Kansas City hear Interstate 70.  More 
info at www.ozmuseum.com   or 866/458-8686. 

JUSTclick your heels  

Grace Egan O’Neil, daughter of CHIP O’NEIL (BFA, 
Acting, ‘88) and his wife Melissa, born 1/11/05.  Grace 
weighed in at 7 lbs, 7 oz and joins big sister Caitlin as 
Chip and Melissa’s second child.   (photo courtesy Chip O’Neil) 



Who Is Sylvia?, Curious Theatre, 1080 Acoma St, Denver, CO, 303-623-0524, 
www.curioustheatre.org,  through 2/26/05. 

JOHN C. REILLY (BFA, Acting, '87) will play Stanley in A Streetcar Named Desire, 
Roundabout Theatre Studio 54, 254 W. 54th St, NYC, 212/719-1300, 
www.roundabouttheatre.org, opens 4/25/05 and runs through 6/19/05.  Natasha Richardson 
will play Blanche.  John is Noah Dietrich in the Oscar nominated Martin Scorcese film The 
Aviator, with Leonardo DiCaprio as Howard Hughes, Gwen Stefani as Jean Harlow, Kate 
Beckinsale as Ava Gardner and Cate Blanchett as Katharine Hepburn.  And he is in Dark 
Water with Jennifer Connelly, Pete Postletwaite and Shelley Duvall.  He played the title role in 
Marty, the Charles Strouse-Lee Adams musical of the Oscar winning 1955 film.  After breaking 
all previous advance sale records for its run late in 2003 at Bostonís Huntington Theatre, the 
plan is for the show to open on Broadway at some point in the future.  John is a Professional 
Associate on The Theatre School Board. 

LAURA RIDDLE (MFA, Acting, ë87) is the chair of the theatre department at the University of 
Wisconsin, Green Bay.   

MARTHA RING (Certificate, Production Management, ë83) is a real estate consultant at 
@properties in Chicago. 

ALISON (LONESOME) RODRIGUEZ (BFA, Acting, ë93) teaches in the film directing 
department at Columbia College.  

PEGGY ROEDER (Faculty) booked a role in the pilot for Prison Break, shot in Chicago. 

MICHAEL ROOKER (BFA, Acting, ë82) is the voice of Centurion, Jack in The Chronicles of 
Riddick, co-starring Vin Diesel and Ron Perlman.  He is Captain Leary in the film Skeleton 
Man, co-starring Casper Van Dien; and Mark Spencer in Chasing Ghosts, co-starring Michael 
Madsen and Gary Busey.  Michael has made almost 40 feature films so far.    

KATHRYNNE ROSEN  (BFA Acting Program, í91-í94) is currently working on an indie short 
film.   

LAURA ROSS-WHITE (BFA, Acting, í76) is an adjunct faculty member and teaches acting at 
Suffolk Community College in New York and is the Chair of the Fine Arts Dept at the Knox 
School where she teaches acting and directing.  Laura is a coordinator and director of the 
Oberon Foundation which brings performances, and the arts, to Long Island. 

MORGAN ROWE (BFA, Acting, ë92) is in The Last Schwartz, Florida Studio Theatre, 1241 N. 
Palm, Sarasota, FL, 741/366-9000, www.fst2000.org, opens 2/10/05 and runs through 4/2/05. 

LOUISE ROZETT (MFA, Acting, ë97) had a staged reading of her play Break on 7/2/04 
through the Naked Angels Theatre Company at New York Stage & Film.   The play is about 
the effects of the recovery effort at Ground Zero on the recovery workers following the 9/11/01 
tragedy.  The reading featured Tony Award-winning actor Frank Wood, CAREY PETERS 
(BFA, Acting, ë97) and ANASTASIA WEBB (BFA, Acting, ë98).  The plan is for an Off-
Broadway run at some point during the 2004-05 season.   

LINDY RUSSELL-HEYMANN (BFA, Costume Design, ë00) lives in Washington, DC with her 
husband Alan, where they are vegan activists.  Lindy teaches fifth grade at Thomas Pullen 
Performing Arts Magnet School in Landover, MD.  Check out Lindyís website at  www.lindyrussell.com  

JOSH SALETNIK (BFA, Theatre Studies, ë04) is the Literary Resident at Playwrights Horizons in NYC for their 04-05 season.   

NICK SANDYS PULLIN (Faculty) and DAVID WOOLLEY (BFA, Acting, ë81) taught combat techniques at the Winter Wonderland Workshop, 
Columbia College, 2/4-2/6/05.   

MICHAEL SANFILIPPO (Certificate, Production Management, í83) 
is the Company Manager for the touring company of The Lion King, 
now at the Paramount Theatre in Seattle and which will return to 
Chicago, June 2005.  LARRY YANDO (MFA, Acting, ë88) is Scar in 
the production.  

DAVID SAPERSTEIN  (BFA, Acting, ë87) has his own law firm and is 
a practicing criminal defense attorney in the southwest Wisconsin 
area. 

TODD SCHMIDT (MFA, Directing, í86) is the Executive Producer of 
Peninsula Players in Fish Creek, WI. 

ELIZABETH SCHUCH (BFA, Scene Design, ë02) is in Glasgow, 
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JoANNE ZIELINSKI (Faculty) was the 
producer and casting director for the 
premiere film, Last Call, produced by 
DePaul University’s new Digital Cinema 
program, the first program of its kind in 
the country, which started in January 
2004.  A BA in Digital Cinema is 
offered.  The cast of the film included 
YASMINE ABIDI (MFA, Acting, ‘04),  
CLAUDIA ANDERSON (Faculty),  
CLARENCE BOOTH (BA, Theatre Arts, 
‘04), MONET BUTLER (BFA, Acting, 
‘04),  JIM CONLEY (BA, Theatre Arts, 
‘05), SARAH CRONIN (BA, Theatre Arts, 
‘05), AJ DURAND (BA Theatre Arts 
program, ‘03-04), MARY GRILL (BFA, 
Acting, ‘03),  LAUREN HUELSTER (BA, 
Theatre Arts, ‘05), JESSICA KEITH (BA, 
Theatre Arts program, ‘03-’04), A. 
LESLIE KIES (BFA, Acting, ‘04), 
MACKENZIE KYLE (BFA, Acting, ‘05), 
SUZANNE LANG (MFA, Acting, ‘04),  
CHRISTOPHER NEIL (BA, Theatre Arts, 
‘03),  and RANDY STEINMEYER 
(Certificate, Acting, ‘83).  Others who 
worked on the film include ORA 
JEWELL-BUSCHE (BFA, Costume 
Design, ‘04) who was a make up artist, 
JUSTIN CASTELLANO (BA Theatre Arts 
program, ‘02-’05) who was the assistant 
make up designer, DEANNA SERINO 
(Staff) who did wardrobe, and NAN 
ZABRISKIE (Faculty) who did make up 
design.  The film will be edited in the 
Spring of 2005 with the plan to submit 
it to film festivals after that. 

MORE than a few 

The Michigan Lawsuit Abuse Watch is an anti-lawsuit group 
that holds a contest annually for the wackiest consumer 
warning label.  This year, the eighth year for the contest, the 
$500 first prize went to Ed Gyetvai of Oldcastle, Ontario who 
submitted the warning label from a toilet-brush, “Do not use for 
personal hygiene.”  A $250 second prize went to Matt Johnson 
of Naperville, IL for a label on a children’s scooter that said, 
“This product moves when used.”  A $100 third prize went to 
Ann Marie Taylor of Camden, NC, who submitted a warning 
from a digital thermometer that said, “Once used rectally, the 
thermometer should not be used orally.” 

READ those warning labels  

PATRICE EGLESTON (Faculty), RYAN 
KITLEY (MFA, Acting, ‘98), MARISOL 
VELEZ (BFA, Acting, ‘02) and BRAD 
STEVENS (MFA, Acting, ‘02) are in the 
short film The Future , currently in post-
production. 

MORE than  a few  



Scotland to study at The Glasgow School of Art to earn a Masters of Philosophy in Advanced 2D/3D 
Motion Graphics & Virtual Reality.  Lizz has almost finished her post-grad diploma and is currently 
working to get thesis project approval for next year.  Lizz recently worked on a short film called Noir: An 
Absurdly Short Murder. 

KAREN (WEINSTEIN) SHARP (Certificate, Acting, í82) is the Drama School Director at Seattle 
Childrenís Theatre in Seattle, WA.  

BRIAN SHARPE (BFA, Acting, ë99) co-produces an acoustic music showcase at The Space, 4829 N. 
Damen.  See http://www.briansharpe.com for more information on Brianís music and his performance 
schedule.  Brian continues to play regularly at Wise Foolís Pub, 2270 N. Lincoln Ave.  Tracks from 
Brianís album scheduled till eleven are now available for download through the iTunes music store. 

CATHERINE SHARPLEY (BFA Acting program, ë95-í97) was recently showcased in NY at the IMTA 
convention through John Robert Powers, Raleigh, NC in the categories of acting, dance, singing and 
print modeling.  She received runner-up in the Soaps category and placed in the top 10 for dance team.  
She just finished playing a lead in the independent film Touching, filmed in North Carolina, more info at 
www.turnipvideo.com  She also did a Leith/Mitsubishi commercial and has participated in North 
Carolina fashion shows including The Bridal Show for the Junior League of Raleigh.  She will soon 

relocate to LA. 

LILY SHAW (BFA, Acting, ë95) was promoted to co-producer on the feature 
independent documentary Asparagus! Stalking the American Life which 
was screened in September at the Angelika Theatre in NYC, and will be 
shown at the Muskegon Film Festival in MI next month.  Lily cast the film 
Men�s Intuition that wrapped on 6/9/04 and produced a Shakespeare 
Workshop.  She is also producing a monthly Brooklyn Short Art/Film 
Festival called WillyBushWood�see www.willybushwood.com for more 
info.  Lily is currently working as an Assistant to the Managing Director of 
Media and Telecom at Banc of America Securities in NY.   

KAREN SHERIDAN (MFA, Acting, í86) heads the Theatre area at Oakland 
Universityís Department of Music, Theatre and Dance in Michigan.   

JOE SHERMAN (BFA, Acting, ë01) is in Of Mice and Men, Shattered Globe 
Theatre Company at Victory Gardens Theater, 2257 N. Lincoln, 773/871-
3000, ticketweb.com, through 3/19/05. 

RACHEL SHTEIR (Faculty) is having book signings of her book Striptease: 
The Untold History of the Girlie Show at Borders Books at Clark and 
Diversey, tonight; G Botique, 2131 N. Damen, 2/10/05, 5-7PM; and the 
February monthly meeting of the Mensa Society of Chicago, Sheraton 
Chicago Northwest, 3400 W. Euclid, Arlington Heights, 7:30PM, 2/26/05.     

ADAM SIMON (BFA, Playwriting, ë03) will have his plays The Funeral Critic 
and Management Orientation performed as part of Circle Theatreís New 
Play Festival in Forest Park, 3/17-4/3/05, www.circle-theatre.org/
npf2005.html  Eleven of Adamís monologues will be included in Smith & 
Krause monologue anthology scheduled to be published this coming 
Spring.  Hallwatchers, a headphone tour/theatrical installation, created by 
Adam and ROB COHN (BFA, Dramaturgy/Criticism, ë04) has been re-
commissioned by the Chicago Cultural Center and will have an encore 
performance in November 2005.  Adam had a reading of his new play The Speed of Rehabilitation or Shipwreck Encore at Tommy Nevins 
Pub in Evanston on 1/10/05. 

JAY SKELTON (MFA, Directing, ë93) is a Visiting Professor of Acting and Directing at Notre 
Dame in Indiana where he also directed Fortinbras in their new Regis Philbin Theatre this 
past November.  Jay was invited to return for the Spring semester to teach a course on Tom 
Stoppard, and to direct Stoppardís Arcadia, Decio Mainstage Theatre, Marie P. DeBartolo 
Center for the Performing Arts, opens 4/12/05 and runs through 4/23/05.   
 
ERIC SLATER (BFA, Acting, ë97) is in Expecting Isabel, Rivendell Theatre at Gallery 37 
Center for the Arts, 60 E. Randolph, 312/742-8497, rivendelltheatre.net,  through 3/6/05.  
BILL BANNON (BFA, Acting, ë86) and KATIE POWERS (BFA, Acting, í01) are also in the 
cast.  Check out Ericís weekly internet radio show at www.fearlessradio.com 
 
RACHEL SLAVICK (MFA, Acting, ë93 & Faculty) is the Casting Director for the film 
department of Columbia College. 
 
CLAYTON SMERICAN (BFA, Acting, ë05) is engaged to MAIKE JACOBI (MFA, Acting, ë03) 
and their wedding is set for Summer 2005. 
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When the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
releases a new version of the food 
pyramid later this year, it’s likely that 
adults will be told to down not 2 but 3 
glasses of milk a day to keep the doctor 
away.  But according to Alternative 
Medicine (Nov/Dec 2004), some experts 
think such a recommendation would be 
dangerous, because of research linking 
excess dairy consumption to cancer.  
The Center for Science in the Public 
Interest also points out that some 
researchers working for the USDA have 
ties to the National Dairy Council…. 

GOTenough milk?  

Bear Affair, a celebration of all 
types, sizes and ages of bears, 
including teddy bears, panda 
bears, Winnie the Pooh bears 
and exquisite hand made 
bears, will take place in 
Independence, MO, 2/19-
2/21/05.  About 30 bear 
crafters, some from as far 
away as Australia, are 
participating in displays, sales 
and exhibits during the 
weekend.  More info at 
www.visitindependence.com  
or 800/748-7323. 

BEAR in mind  

BOB SHOOK (BA, Lighting Design, ’72) (center) presents 
at the International Society for Performing Artists 57th 
annual  conference held in New York City 2/5/05 through 
2/7/05.  (photo courtesy Leslie Shook) 



BRAD SMITH (BFA, Acting, ë02) is in Ice Harvest, directed by Harold Ramis.  Co-stars include John Cusack, Billy Bob Thornton, Randy 
Quaid, and LARA PHILLIPS (BFA, Acting, ë94).  The film is set for a Spring 2005 release. 

JENNIFER SMITH (BFA, Production Management, ë91) is the Production Manager at Chicago Shakespeare Theater and also Vice President 
of the Alumni Board.   

STEVE SMITH (BFA, Acting, ë77 & Former Faculty) will direct the 2005-06 edition (28th season) of the Big Apple Circus which will open at 
Lincoln Center in NYC in the Fall of 2005. 

WHITNEY (CAULSON) SNEED (BFA, Acting, í99) is currently appearing in  commercials for  
Totes and Tweeter. 

MEGAN SOLIAH (BFA, Production Management, ë02) lives in LA and is working at 20th 
Century Fox Television Productions with the Senior VP of Production overseeing the shows 24 
and Judging Amy.   

STEPHANIE STEELE (BFA, Acting, ë93) lives in NYC and is an Associate Producer of The 
Isaac Mizrahi Show on the Oxygen network.  She is also a co-producer for the hit play Matt & 
Ben, which has been running for over a year in NYC (P.S. 122, 150 1st Ave at East 9th St, 
212/352-3101, www.mattandben.com/).   

RANDY STEINMEYER (Certificate, Acting, ë83) is featured in the promotional trailer for 
Witches� Night, a feature film being produced by  PAUL TRAYNOR (BFA, Acting, ë93) and his 
company Hay Moon, Inc. The short can be  for viewed at www.witchesnight.com   

BRAD STEVENS (MFA, Acting, ë02) was cast in the independent film Scatterville.  Currently, 
he has a national commercial for Overhaul (a new show on The Learning Channel) and was in 
short film called Spring.   

PAUL STOVALL (BFA, Acting, ë91) is having his play As Much As You Can premiere as a 
Dog and Pony Theatre Company production at the Raven Theatre, 6157 N. Clark, 773/338-

2177, www.raventheatre.com, through 2/13/05.  KEVIN DOUGLAS (BFA, Acting, ë00) and MONET BUTLER (BFA, Acting, ë04) are in the 
cast.  Next, Paul will be in the new Flaherty & Ahren musical Dessa Rose, Mitzi E. Newhouse Theater at the Lincoln Center Theatre,  
212/239-6200, www.lct.org, NYC, previews begin 2/17/05, opens 3/21/05 and runs through 5/29/05. PATTY LYONS (BFA, Production 
Management, ë87) will be the Assistant Stage Manager. 

MEGAN STRELL (BFA, Acting, ë91) is the Artistic Director of Local Infinities here in Chicago.   

CHUCK STUBBINGS (BFA, Acting, ë94) is Mark Dersen in the film The Weatherman, co-starring Nicolas Cage, Michael Caine and Hope 
Davis, premiering 4/1/05.  He also recently booked a commercial through Tenner Paskal Rudnicke commercial casting. 

JESSICA SUMMERS (BUCZEK) (MFA, Scene Design, ë98)  is the Technical Director at Loyola Academy in Wilmette and teaches Theatre 
Arts 1 and Intro to Theatre there.   

BRIAN SWIBEL (BFA, Acting, ë02) co-wrote, associate produced and starred in the 35mm film 
Fault also in 2003, which won Best Picture at the Billyburg Film Festival, Best Short in the Fort 
Lauderdale International Film Festival, appeared in the Cannes Film Festivalís Short Film 
Corner and The Camp Festival of Cannes.  It has been invited back to Cannes this coming 
Spring as part of the Kodak Emerging Filmmakerís Program. Currently, Brian is developing the 
soon to be released book 15 To Life into a film.  Brian is the co-founder of Starmaker, LLC, a 
company dedicated to creating high quality film and theatre in an educational setting.  He is 
also working as an actor in a Lionís Gate film co-starring Carrie Fisher, Ashlee Simpson and 
Fisher Stevens.  He continues working on his Zia Indian Theatre Project (See Theatre School 
News, August, 2002, page 7) now with an editor to create a short documentary to be used to 
raise funds for a full program. 

PAUL TEI (MFA, Directing, ë95) is the founder and artistic director of Mad Cat Theatre 
Company in Miami, FL.   

MICHELLE TENNANT (BFA, Theatre Studies, ë93) owns her own publicity firm, Wasabi 
Publicity (www.PublicityResults.com) and directs campaigns with Sarah Ferguson, The 
Duchess of York, Rosanne Cash, Paige Davis and others. 

JASON TERESI (BFA Acting program, ë91-í93) and his wife Leigh are proud to announce the birth of their first child, son Jake Orion Teresi, 
1/30/05, 6:50AM, 6 lbs 5 oz, 21î.  New mom, new dad and new star Jake are doing fine.  Congratulations!  Jason currently has an 
Ameriquest Loan commercial running. 

LINDSAY THEO (BFA, ë04) recently returned to Chicago after spending a few months in New Orleans.  She designed the costumes for 
Someone Who�ll Watch Over Me, Big Leap Productions at Victory Gardens Theater, 2257 N. Lincoln, 773/871-3000, 
www.victorygardens.org, through 2/27/05.   

BEN THIEM (BFA, Theatre Studies, ë04) is the Member Services Manager for the League of Chicago Theatres.  
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LOU CONTEY (MFA, Directing, ‘89) will 
direct Pravda, TimeLine Theatre 
Company, 615 W. Wellington, 773/281-
8463, www.timelinetheatre.com, opens 
2/12/05 and runs through 3/20/05.  BILL 
BANNON (BFA, Acting, ‘86), STACY 
MAGERKURTH (BFA, Acting, ‘00), PJ 
POWERS (BFA, Acting, ‘95) and 
CASSIE WOOLEY (BFA, Acting, ‘03) 
will be in the cast.  LARA GOETSCH 
(Staff) is the Marketing Director, KARIN 
McKIE (Staff) did media relations, 
KEITH PARHAM (BFA, Light Design, 
‘98) is designing the lighting) and 
BRIAN VOELKER (BFA, Playwriting, 
‘;98) is C-Producer.  In addition to 
being in the cast,  PJ POWERS (BFA, 
Acting, ‘95) is also a Co-Producer and 
the company’s Artistic Director. 

MORE than  a few  

KRISHNA LeFAN  (BFA, Acting, ‘96) is 
in the Short Shakepeare! Production of 
The Comedy of Errors, Chicago 
Shakespeare Theater, 800 E. Grand, 
312/595-5600, www.chicagoshakes.com 
through 3/19/05.   TIMOTHY GREGORY 
(MFA, Acting, ‘97) is the text coach, 
ORA JEWELL-BUSCHE (BFA, Costume 
Design, ‘04) is the wig shop manager, 
JENNIFER SMITH (BFA, Production 
Management, ‘91) is the director of 
production, and SHARON WILSON 
(BFA, Theatre Studies, ‘98) is the 
production stage manager. 

MORE than  a few  



CONCETTA TOMEI (BFA, Acting, í75) played Lynda on NBCís Providence for five 
seasons. Also starring on the show was PAULA (KOROLOGOS) CALE (BFA, 
Acting, í93).  

STEPHANIE TOWNER (BFA, Theatre Technology, ë96) is working as an in-house 
corporate counsel for Salton, Inc, makers of, among other things, the George 
Foreman Grill. 

PAUL TRAYNOR (BFA, Acting, ë93) and his company Hay Moon, Inc have 
produced a promotional trailer for Witches� Night, a feature film they are 
developing.  Paul wrote and directed the short.  He wrote the screenplay, which is 
currently a top-ten finalist in the IL/Chciago Screenwriting Competition, and hopes 
to direct the film in the Fall of 2005.  Hay Moon, Inc is currently seeking 
distribution and development partners.  The short can viewed at 
www.witchesnight.com  RANDY STEINMEYER (Certificate, Acting, ë83) is 
featured in the short.  Paul and his wife Lindley are expecting their third child this 
month.  Congratulations! 

BRIAN TYLKE (BFA, Lighting Design, ë04) is interning and working on the MTV 
Video Music Awards Show in Miami this year. 

SARAH UNDERWOOD (Certificate, Acting, ë91) lives in California, is keeping 
herself busy playing her saxophone 6 nights a week, is having her one woman 
show Saxtracks produced, and has a commercial running. 

KATIE (BALASH) USEDOM (BFA, Acting, ë93) and her husband Keith own 
Glazed Expressions, a hands on pottery store, 3339 N. Lincoln.  It is one of six 
stores, making them the owners of the largest independently held pottery chain in 
the U.S. 

KATIE VANDEHEY (BFA, Theatre Studies, ë93) is dramaturg for The Rimers of 
Eldritch, Eclipse Theatre Company at Victory Gardens Theater, 2257 N. Lincoln, 
773/871-3000, www.eclipsetheatre.com, previews begin 4/1/05, opens 4/5/05 and 
runs through 5/15/05. 

EVA (SHABKIE) van DOK (BFA, Acting, ë94) is in Eat The Taste, Barrow Street 
Theatre, 27 Barrow Street, NY, 212/947-8844, open run.   

JAMIE VANN (BFA, Acting, ë90) is in The Love Song of J. Robert Oppenheimer, 
Next Theatre, 927 Noyes, Evanston, 847/475-1875, www.nexttheatre.org, through 
3/6/05. 

CHRIS VENTRESCA (BFA, Light Design, ë04) works at Focus Lighting in NYC, an 
architectural lighting firm owned by PAUL GREGORY (BFA, Light Design, ë73).  
Chris also volunteers for New York Cares, www.nycares.org 

FRANK VENTURA  (MFA, Acting, ë77) is the Artistic Director of the New Yorkís 
Musical Theatre Training Conservatory at CAP21 (Collaborative Arts Project 21). 

JEN VeSOTA (BFA, Theatre Technology, ë04) works full time as a Stage Crew 
Apprentice at Chicago Shakespeare Theater for their 2004-05 season. 

KATHRYN WAGNER (BFA, Costume Design, í85) is an Assistant Professor of 
Design at Southern Illinois University in Carbondale. 

SARA WALBRIDGE (BFA, Costume Design, ë02) recently worked on the film The 
Novice in Alabama.  She is now back in LA working on the wardrobe team of Bravoís Queer Eye for the Straight Girl, 10PM. 

SAMEERAH WALKER (MFA, Acting, ë03) is in Anton in Show Business, BackStage Theatre Company at the Heartland Studio, 7016 N. 
Glenwood, 312/683-5347, www.backstagetheatrecompany.org, through 3/13/05. 

JOSH WATERS (BFA, Acting, ë01) filmed the pilot Door To The Throne for the ABC family network in November.  If it gets picked up, 
production will begin this month.  Josh also recently taught an on-camera class at the Cobb County Center for Excellence in the Performing 
Arts at Pebblebrook High School in Georgia. 

MICHAEL WEBER (BFA, Acting, í90) is the Artistic Director of the new Drury Lane Water Tower Theatre scheduled to open in early 2005.   

COLLEEN WELSH (BFA, Production Management, ë02) is stage managing String of Pearls, Horizon Theatre, Euclid and Austin Avenues, 
Atlanta, GA, 404/584-7450, www.horizontheatre.com, opens 3/4/05 and runs through 4/3/05.  Colleen also recently got her Equity Cardó
congratulations!  Colleenís other job is managing the database for the arts events in Atlanta website www.atlantaplanit.com 

KIMBERLY M. WETHERELL (BFA, Production Management, ë94) is the assistant director at the Virginia Opera and the Opera Theatre of St. 
Louis.  
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• 6% of all Americans had graduated high school.  
8% of the homes had a telephone.  

• 14% of the homes in the U.S. had a bathtub. 
• 18% of households in the U.S had at least one 
full-time servant or domestic. 

• 20% U.S. adults couldn't read or write. 
• 90% of all U.S. physicians had no college 
education. (Instead, they attended medical 
schools, many of which were condemned in the 
press and by the government  as "substandard.") 

• More than 95% of all births in the U.S. took place 
at home. 

• A 3 minute call from Denver to NYC cost $11.  
• There were only 8,000 cars in the U.S. and only 14 
miles of paved roads.  

• Maximum speed limit in most cities was 10mph.  
• Alabama, Mississippi, Iowa, and Tennessee were 
each more heavily popu lated than California.  

• California was the 21st most populous state in 
the Union.  

• Tallest structure in the world was the Eiffel 
Tower.  

• Average wage in the U.S. was 22 cents an hour. 
Average U.S. worker made between $200 & $400 
per year.  

• A competent accountant could expect to earn 
$2000 per year, a dentist $2500 per year, a 
veterinarian  between $1500 and $4000 per year, 
and a mechanical  engineer about $5000 per year.  

• Sugar cost four cents a pound.  
• Eggs were fourteen cents a dozen.  
• Coffee was fifteen cents a pound.  
• Most women only washed their hair once a 
month,  using borax or egg yolks for shampoo.  

• Canada passed a law prohibiting poor people 
from entering the country for any reason.  

• The five leading causes of death in the U.S were 
in order: Pneumonia and influenza ; Tuberculosis;  
Diarrhea ; Heart disease ; Stroke.  

• Population of Las Vegas, NV was 30.  
• Crossword puzzles, canned beer, and iced tea 
hadn't  been invented.  
There was no Mother's Day or Father's Day.  

• Marijuana, heroin, and morphine were all 
available  over the counter at corner drugstores.  

• There were only about 230 reported murders in 
the  entire U.S.   

CENTURYof progress  



WIL WHALEN (BFA Theatre Studies program, ë93-í95) has his own non-profit organization that raises money for local charities, manages 5 
Above (www.5above.com), one of Portlandís most popular rock bands, is promoter for the bar Somewhere Else, while continuing to work on his 
own music.  He also is a promoter for the Boston based band The Adam Ezra Group (voted best local band in Boston Magazine) and hosts a 
happy hour every Friday at a local martini bar.  Wil will be producing and directing his play I, of Three Storms sometime this year.   

PAUL WHITE (BFA, Acting, ë91) is the owner and manager of Prairie Moon Restaurant, 1502 Sherman Ave, Evanston, 847/864-8328. 
www.prairiemoonrestaurant.com 

DALE WIBBEN (Certificate, Costume Design, ë81) was the head cutter for the recently released film Phantom of the Opera and also for the 
currently filming Memoirs of a Geisha. 

STEPHANIE (GLAZER) WIELAND (BFA, Acting, ë99) is the assistant director for 
the original musical Banned Together: A Musical Taking Liberties with the Lovewell 
Institute for the Creative Arts in Florida, www.lovewell.org 

ALEC WILD (LEX HARRINGTON) (BFA, Acting, '90) is the Artistic/Producing 
Director of the Great Lakes Shakespeare Festival at Winona State University, 
Winona, MN.  In its inaugural season last summer, Alec directed The Winter's Tale; 
Alec will direct Richard III there this coming summer.   Alec is an adjunct professor 
in the theatre department at the University of Massachusetts where he recently 
directed Curse of the Starving Class, and holds an MFA in Directing from Yale.  
Alec is married with 2 children, Tessa (4) and Jack (1 & 1/2). 

SHARON WILLEMS (BFA, Theatre Studies, ë02) is on a one year appointment in 
Japan as an English teacher for Japanese children. 

JACQUELINE WILLIAMS (BFA, Acting, ë87) is in Shoes, Victory Gardens Theater, 
2257 N. Lincoln, 773/871-3000, www.victorygardens.org, through 2/27/05.  Then 
she will be Pat in The Story, Goodman Theatre, 170 N. Dearborn, 312/443-3800, 
www.GoodmanTheatre.org, opens 3/5/05 and runs through 4/10/05.  MONET BUTLER (BFA, Acting, ë04) will be Latisha in The Story. 

SHANE' (DAVIS) WILLIAMS (BFA, Acting, ë89) is Marissa in Early Edition, now in syndication, WCIU 26, 4PM Sundays and 2AM Mondays. 

FARREL WILSON (MFA, Acting, ë89) will be Mrs. Van Dann in The Diary of Anne Frank, Chicago Jewish Theatre, 5123 N. Clark, 773/728-
0599, www.chicagojewishtheatre.com, opens 3/17/05 and runs through 4/17/05. 

DANIEL WINKLER (MFA, Directing, ë00) teaches English and designed the drama program at Walter Payton College Prep here in Chicago. 

HOWARD WITT (Certificate, Acting, ë67) will reprise his role in the award winning production of Arthur Millerís Death of a Salesman, Lyric 
Theater, Shaftesbury Avenue, West End, London, rehearsals start 4/4/05, and the production opens 5/16/05 for a 6 month run. 

JOANNE WITZKOWSKI (MFA, Costume Design, ë87) designed the costumes for Lost in Yonkers, Buffalo Theatre Ensemble, Fawell and Park 
Blvds, Buffalo Grove, 630/942-4000, www.cod.edu/ArtsCntr, opens 2/17/05 and runs through 
3/19/05. 

RANDY WOLFE (BFA Acting program, ë84-í87) is a Senior Resident Company Member of The 
Actorís and Playwrightís Initiative Theatre in Kalamazoo, MI.   

LAURIE (RIFFE) WOLFF (BFA, Acting, ë94) is the Director of The Young Actors Ensemble at the 
Mayer Kaplan JCC, Skokie.   

DAVID WOOLLEY (BFA, Acting, ë81) is a Fight Master with the Society of American Fight 
Directors and a recipient of a Jeff Award for Consistent Excellence in Stage Combat and 
Choreography.  David and  NICK SANDYS PULLIN (Faculty) taught combat techniques at the 
Winter Wonderland Workshop, Columbia College, 2/4-2/6/05.   

ERIKKA YANCY (BFA, Acting, ë98) is a Producing Fellow in the American Film Institute. 

 LARRY YANDO (MFA, Acting, ë88) is Scar  in the touring company of The Lion King, now at the 
Paramount Theatre in Seattle and which will return to Chicago, June 2005.   MICHAEL 
SANFILIPPO (Certificate, Production Management, í83) is the Company Manager for the 
production.  

DALE YOUNG (BFA, Acting, ë88) plans to finish his Ph.D. in Theatre, with an MA in Expressive 
Therapies, at Bowling Green State University in Ohio this coming August.  His dissertation 
focuses on the work of Drewn Hayden Taylor, a Canadian aboriginal (Native American/Ojibwa) 
playwright and his methods of creating inter-cultural conversation through his work.  Dale 

continues teaching, acting, directing, presenting papers, etc.  Currently, he is Course Coordinator, lecturer and small group instructor for an 
Interdisciplinary Arts initiative class. 

NAN ZABRISKIE (Faculty) designed the costumes for To The Green Fields Beyond, Writersí Theatre, 325 Tudor Court, Glencoe, 847/242-
6000, www.writerstheatre.org, through 4/3/05.  DAVID CASTELLANOS (BFA, Production Management, ë88) is stage managing. 
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The year 2004 was the 4 th hottest on record (since 
1861), extending a trend since 1990 that has 
registered the 10 warmest years, according to 
figures released recently from the U.N. weather 
agency.  Scientists say a sustained increase in 
temperature change is likely to continue disrupting 
the global climate, increasing the intensity of 
storms, potentially drying up farmlands and raising 
ocean levels, among other things.  The World 
Meteorological Organization said it expects Earth’s 
average surface temperature to rise 0.8 degrees 
above the normal 57 degrees Fahrenheit in 2004, 
adding this year to a recent pattern that included 
the 4 warmest years on record, with the hottest 
being 1998. 

TEMPERATURE is risin’  

LIZZ LEISER (BFA, Playwriting, ’01) and 
TAI PALMGREN (BFA, Playwriting, ’01) 
created Ego Productions 4 years ago.  
Its purpose is to feature only new 
plays.  They have produced 2 prime 
time shows, a late night, and a long 
running in house sketch comedy show 
here in Chicago.  Their shows have 
f e a t u r e d  T O M  H O R AN  ( B F A, 
Playwriting, ’02), TERRY SELUCKY 
(BFA, Playwriting, ’01), ADAM  SIMON 
(BFA, Playwriting, ’03), COLBY 
TURNER (BFA, Playwriting, ’01), Lizz 
and Tai act as writers and as actors.  
They recently relocated to Portland, 
OR.  In April 2004 they produced a new 
and improved script of The Jack Slate 
Radio Show, co-written by Lizz and Tai, 
directed by Lizz.  Reviews are at 
www.egoproductions.org   

MORE than  a few  



DENNIS ZACEK (GSD & BA, DePaul University, ë63) is the Artistic Director of Victory Gardens Theater, www.victorygardens.org, winner of the 
2001 Tony Award as Outstanding Regional Theatre.   Dennis is also a Professional Associate on The Theatre School Board.  On 1/28/05, 
Dennis performed a reading of Robert Burnís poetry at the Red Lion Pub. 

ALLISON EVE ZELL (MFA, Directing, ë97) directed Square One at Center Stage in Chelsea, NYC and was also performed at the Edinburgh 
(Scotland) Fringe Festival   Allison was invited to become a member of East Coast Artists, where she is developing a new play.  She is 
currently editing a feature film called Alchemy featuring Tom Cavanaugh, Sarah Chalke, Ileana Douglas and Celeste Holm. She invites you to 
visit her website at http://www.allisonevezell.com/home.html   

SCOTT ZIEMBA (BFA, Stage Management, ë92) is the Production Manager for the Chicago College of Performing Arts, Roosevelt University. 

JOHN ZINN (MFA, Acting, ë00) is the Marketing Manager at Steppenwolf Theatre. 

LOU ZORICH (GSD) has a recurring role on the sitcom Mad About You as Paul Buchmanís father, now in syndication, Lifetime, Mondays 
through Fridays, throughout the day. 
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Here is the latest list of lost alumni.  If you know anything about them, I'd appreciate your either passing it on to me, or co ntacting 
the alum and letting them know that we're looking for a way to get in touch with them.  I can be reached by email 
<jbridges@depaul.edu>, by phone 773/325-7943, or by mail c/o The Theatre School, 2135 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60614. 
 

If YOU are on the list, it means that though we may have an email address for you, we don't have any other contact information:   

THE X-FILESof lost alumni 

Susan LaFollette-Shlaes 
Rick LaFond 
Amy LaMarra 
Tom LeMere 
Dorothy Lane 
Ford Larsen 

James Larsen 
James Larson 
Beth Lasley 

James Latrimore 

Patrick Lavery 
Jeanne Lawrence 

Suzanne Lax 
Loren Lazerine 
Morgan Leavitt 

Laura Lee 
Krishna LeFan 
Katherine Leff 
Dan Lemieux 

Betsy Leonard 

Yvette Lera 
Jack Lerner 
Judy Lester 

Mark Levinson 
Hollis Levy 
Martin Levy 
Amy Lewis 

Julie-Anne Leichty 
Tina Lilly 

Brandon Lim 

Stacy Limperis 
Ted Lindgren 

Joyce Lindquist 
Howard Lindsay 

Paula Line 
Tianna Lippold 

Michael Liscinsky 
Maudie Little 
Brad Loman 

Wren Longno 

Allan Louis 
Frank Loverde 

Jen Lowe 
Dylan Lower 
R.B. Loxley 
Trevor Luce 

Helen Luchsinger 
Jack Luchsinger 

James Lynch 
Kingsley Lyndersay 

 

LAST lines 
“The secret of getting ahead is getting started.  The secret of getting started is breaking 
your complex overwhelming tasks into small manageable tasks, and then starting on the 
first one.” 
       -Mark Twain 


